NA World Music Coalition E-Newsletter

December 15, 2005
 
Welcome to the first e-newsletter of the North American World Music Coalition (NAWMC), www.worldmusiccoalition.org. Thank you to all who have submitted items for this newsletter. We are impressed with the terrific response to this first request for submissions, and hope you the reader will find the material presented here helpful as you go about your business. 
 
The Index below simply lists the categories we have included, with the number of items/category listed in parentheses. Scroll down to see detailed items. 
 
Please note that the NA World Music Coalition is also compiling a list of World Music activities during the Arts Presenters conference, Jan 21 – Jan 24, 2006. If you have a world music showcase or a panel, please email that information to: info@worldmusiccoalition.org   The format to be used is listed below: 
 
Artist Name, Country of Origin, Genre (optional)
Showcase event: list event name here
Where: Venues, suite number, address, city, 
When: Date, time
Ticket needed: yes or no
Artist blurb: 1-2 sentence description.
Contact: person's name, organization/company, phone, email, website

All submissions to be submitted in Verdana 12pt, please; deadline for submissions Dec 31, 2005
 
The newsletter will normally be available to members only, but we wanted the broader world music community to see the power of this new tool in the hopes that you will join our new organization. For future editions of the newsletter, you will need to be a member in order to submit listings. To join NAWMC, fill out the form at the end of this newsletter.
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========================================
TOUR DATES WANTED (listed alphabetically by first name)
------------------------------------------------------------------------

ABDELLI: Algeria via Belgium, 3-5 members
With his hypnotic voice, Abdelli brings the ancient richness of his Kabyl heritage to every musical conversation he undertakes. Kabyls are among the oldest tribal groups of Berber culture - the original inhabitants of North Africa - who range from the Canary Islands to Egypt, and from the Mediterranean to Nigeria. Abdelli's music is a striking juxtaposition of multiple cultural overlays on the core Berber music, a kind of kaleidoscopic mosaic with elements from Cape Verde, Azerbaijan, Burkina Faso, Chile, Argentina, Morocco, and Tunisia. 
Tour Dates Begin: June 2006
Tour Dates End: August 2006
Contact: Alison Loerke, ALIA Agency, 206-525-2425, alison@aliaagency.com

ABDULLAH CHHADEH, Syria/UK, 4-6 members
“Spellbinding”, “innovative”, “gifted” are words that are time and again used to describe the performances and compositions on which Chhadeh’s blossoming international reputation is built. A relentless musical adventurer, Chhadeh has spent the last five years introducing the qanun’s distinctive sound to new and occasionally unexpected settings. His versatility, inventiveness and technical brilliance ensure that he is in constant demand as a guest performer. His recordings and collaborations have included both solo performances and featured soloist work with Sinead O’Connor, Jocelyn Pook, Natacha Atlas and David Arnold among others. 
Tour Dates Begin: April 14, 2006
Tour Dates End: February 2007
Cities: For April 2006 looking for dates in NYC , Boston, LA; otherwise, open
Contact: Alison Loerke/ALIA Agency, 206-525-2425, alison@aliaagency.com www.aliaagency.com <http://www.aliaagency.com> 

ACOUSTIC AFRICA, Habib Koite (Mali), Vusi Mahlasela (South America), Dobet Gnahore (Ivory Coast)
IMN, in association with Putumayo World Music, presents an exhilarating musical journey featuring three of the most acclaimed live performers from the African continent. The Acoustic Africa tour includes Habib Koité, the Malian superstar whose vibrant concerts have endeared him to audiences worldwide, Vusi Mahlasela, a powerful singer-songwriter who spins tales of struggle and hope in South Africa, and newcomer Dobet Gnahoré, a stunning performer from the Ivory Coast who has thrilled crowds across Africa and Europe. The tour will coincide with the Putumayo World Music release of a new Acoustic Africa CD featuring these and other fine African artists.
Tour Dates begin: October 11, 2006
Tour Dates end: November 26, 2006
Seeking these cities: Open – please contact territorial agent
West: Todd Walker – todd@imnworld.com
Mid-West: David Lloyd – david@imnworld.com
East: Jeanna Disney – jeanna@imnworld.com 
 
ALEX TORRES y SU ORCHESTA, Latin Jazz, 12-piece band
NY-Based, driveable dates best, unless you can afford airfare for 12.
www.alextorres.com
Tour dates: 2006-2007
Seeking these cities: All cities in North America
Contact: On Queue Performing Artists, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com, www.OnQueueArtists.com 

ALTAN, Ireland, 5 members
No Irish traditional band has had a wider impact on audiences and music lovers throughout the world than Altan. Their award-winning recordings and live performances bring the beauty of traditional Celtic music, particularly that of Donegal fiddlers and singers, to contemporary audiences. www.altan.ie 
Tour Dates begin: October 1, 2006
Tour Dates end: November 1, 2006
Seeking these cities: Open – please contact territorial agent
West: Todd Walker – todd@imnworld.com
Mid-West: David Lloyd – david@imnworld.com
East: Jeanna Disney – jeanna@imnworld.com

AMADOU & MARIAM, Mali, World
April and June/July North American tours 
This duet is formed of two persons gone blind: a guitarist and a female singer touching people with their own sense of music and emotions. Just nominated for a Grammy award. 
Tour Dates: open
Contact: Tom Chauncey
tom@partisanarts.com

ANA MOURA, Portugal, fado, 4-6 members
Portuguese vocalist Ana Moura, whose soulful and riveting interpretation of her land's captivating fado style has made her a star in Europe, brings her gentle, persuasive magic to North American audiences with her debut album Guarda-me a vida na mao (Keep my life in your hand). The 25-year old singer has become a leading exponent of this poetic, deeply expressive idiom which personifies the Portuguese psyche as it explores such universal themes as lost love, separation, and longing. 
Tour Dates: Sept/Oct 2006, Jan/Feb 2007
Contact: Alison Loerke/ALIA Agency, 206-525-2425, alison@aliaagency.com www.aliaagency.com <http://www.aliaagency.com> 
 
ARIELLE DOMBASLE, France, World / Chanson
Try to resist when she whispers, “Besame… besame mucho…” She’s a very famous actress in French Cinema. 
Tour Dates: late March in Northeast 
Contact: Mel Puljic, rerootedmedia@aol.com

AURELIO MARTINEZ, Honduras, Garifuna, 6 To 7 members
Following in the footsteps of the legendary Parranderos from the Caribbean coast of Central America, with an enchanting blend of African and Latin acoustic roots, Aurelio emerges as one of the most exceptional Garifuna artists of his generation. Instrumentation includes guitar, voice, percussion.
Recipient of an Artes Americas grant from the University of Texas – Austin, for tour support for educational programs.
Tour Date Begins: June 2006
Tour Dates End: ongoing to Jan 2007
CONTACT: Alejandro Colinas alebrije@solar.sar.net 
or Ivan Duran at info@stonetreerecords.com

AZUCAR NEGRA, Havana, Cuba, Salsa Son Timba, 14 members 
Band leader Leonel Limonta is a well respected and celebrated song writer in his native Cuba. Azucar Negra's 2004 release "Sin Mirar Atras" was the top album on descarga.com. The band recently completed the recording of their next album, “Toque Natural”, which will be launched during the Canadian tour in March/April.
Tour dates begin: March 17, 2006
Tour dates end: April 9, 2006
Seeking these cities: Eastern Canada, surrounding major cities Western Canada
Contact: Cristian Munoz, 1.780.909.0935, cristian@globalartsconcerts.com

BAABA MAAL, Senegal, 10-13 members
Praised as one of Africa’s finest artists, Baaba Maal creates music for the world that is “a triumphant image of tradition surviving amid modernity.” (New York Times)  His stunning, high-energy performances in traditional Senegalese costume include dancing interspersed with driving rhythms and music, and are a magnificent balance of Senegalese roots and western pop. New album (produced by The Roots) to be released on PALM in the spring of 2006 -  www.baabamaal.tv 
Tour Dates begin: June 9, 2006
Tour Dates end: July 2, 2006
Seeking these cities: Open – please contact territorial agent
West (6/20-6/23: Todd Walker – todd@imnworld.com 
Mid-West (6/9-6/11): David Lloyd – david@imnworld.com
East (6/27-7/2): Jeanna Disney – jeanna@imnworld.com

BOILED IN LEAD, USA, Rock 'n' reel/Punk-folk,         5 members
It's fiddle, guitars, bass and drums with loads of power and emotion, incorporating global influences, rhythms and melodies.
Tour dates begin: open
Seeking these cities:  North America
Contact: Mike Wolke/Yulunga Arts  1-520-325-2443
info@yulungaarts.com www.yulungaarts.com

CIBELLE, Brazil, 5  piece
Cibelle goes anywhere  the Brazilian chanteuse's imagination takes her, exploring sensual bossa nova,  downtempo electronica, samba, jazz, and beyond. She is currently producing her  new album (due out in April 2006), along with a couple of co-producers  including Mike Lindsay (from UK folktronica act Tunng), Apollo Nove, and  guests such as Seu Jorge (of “City  Of God” and “The Life Aquatic” fame). The album features acoustic  instrumentation and electronic processing, noise guitars and  children’s toys,  textural  soundscapes and pure melodies carried by  her unmistakable voice.
Tour dates: September-October  2006
Contact: Chris Colbourn, 617-969-0810,  chris@concertedefforts.com www.concertedefforts.com 

CRISTINA BRANCO,  Portugal, Fado, 5 piece
Cristina Branco is developing her own style from a number of primary components. She employs a traditional group (voice, Portuguese guitar, guitar and bass guitar) and offers us concurrently a light, warm and experienced voice; she mixes the traditional fado with themes and folk songs  that are personal favourites and seems always to choose the words of the best Portuguese poets with discretion.
Tour dates: March 2006
Contact: Chris Colbourn, 617-969-0810,  chris@concertedefforts.com www.concertedefforts.com

DABY TOURE, Mauritania, World/Africa
Appearing at APAP 2006's Globalfest event and selected dates thereafter, Daby Toure is a fresh and soulful new voice from West Africa.  He toured Europe with Peter Gabriel last year, singing the Youssou N'Dour duet "In Your Eyes" with Gabriel, with a grace unmatched by anyone but N'Dour. This is a young singer to watch.
Tour Dates: open
Contact: Tom Gold, Rosebud Agency 415-386-3456 tomg@rosebudus.com

DAARA J, Senegal, 3-piece, hip hop
http://www.windishagency.com/bio_daaraj.htm
Tour dates begin: June 20, 2006
Tour dates end: July 31
Seeking these cities: Any in North America and Canada
Contact: Tom Windish/Sam Hunt - The Windish Agency - sam@windishagency.com,   773-489-3500

DERYA TURKAN & SOKRATIS SINOPOULOS ENSEMBLE, Turkey/Greece, Folk, 7 musicians 
Letter from Istanbul celebrates the traditional music of Western Anatolia & Aegean Islands. This project grew out of the longtime musical friendship of Derya Türkan and Sokratis Sinopoulos. Letter from Istanbul is a sophisticated melding of traditional Turkish and Greek folk forms such as zeybeks and sirtos. The ensemble includes: Derya Türkan on kemenche, Sokratis Sinopoulos on kemenche (Turkish fiddle) and lavta (short-necked lute), Ugur Isik on violoncello, Taner Sayacioglu on kanun (plucked zither), Perikles Papapetropoulos, also on lavta, and the Yarkin brothers, Fahreddin and Ferruh, on percussions. 
Tour dates begin: April 22, 2006
Tour dates end: April 30, 2006
Seeking these cities: East Coast
Contact: Ates Temeltas, Golden Horn Records, (925) 930-7184, ates@goldenhorn.com, http://www.goldenhorn.com

ELISEO PARRA, Spain, Spanish, 7 members
Eliseo picks up the best of Iberian traditions, then re-reads them, adding with his talent a surprising modernity. Inspired by his cultural heritage, this is absolutely a contemporary sound.
Tour dates begin: July 6, 2006
Tour dates end: August 14, 2006
Seeking these cities: North America
Contact:         Mike Wolke         1-520-325-2443         info@yulungaarts.com
www.yulungaarts.com

ENTER THE HAGGIS, Canada, Celtic Rock, 5 members 
Enter the Haggis (ETH) has built an international touring and recording career based on a unique approach to Celtic-based music and high energy performances since 1996.  A festival favorite, they have independently sold 35,000 units and are a top ten World Music artist on iTunes.  They recently released a PBS Special “Enter the Haggis, Live at Lanigan’s Ball” which aired on over 200 stations in North America and will be ETH will be featured on A&E’s Breakfast with the Arts in December 11, 2005.  Their latest release, “Casualties of Retail”(United the Opportunity) is a catchy fusion of traditional Celtic instruments and driving rock.  
Tour Dates Sought:         April-June 2006 in North America.
Contact:                  Peter Casperson – peter@invasiongroup.com

FAWZY AL-AIEDY, Paris-Bagdad Acoustic,  (Iraq / France) 
Traditional/contemporary folk
4 musicians, sound technician, tour manager  
Oudist, singer and composer Fawzy Al-Aiedy hails from Basra but living in Paris for 30 years. Combining traditional and contemporary approaches & instrumentation, the music is infused with Middle-Eastern rhythms, comprised of catchy and sensual songs drawing on arabic poetry, appealing across political and cultural boundaries. Recipient of the prestigious European DJANGO D'OR for traditional world music. He has toured extensively in Europe, but this is his first tour in the Americas. 
Tour dates begin: May 13th, 2005 
Tour dates end: June 4, 2005 
Seeking dates: across Canada, Mid-West & Western US 
Contact: Cross Current Music, Patrick Darby tel: +514-396-3388 
email: pdarby@crosscurrentmusic.com 

FEUFOLLET, Louisiana, Cajun, 6 members
Feufollet is one of the most promising exponents of Cajun folk music to appear in the past decade. Delving deep into the traditional music of their ancestors, Feufollet demonstrates prodigious talent and a driving force that illuminates the future of Cajun music.
Tour Dates Begin: June 2006
Tour Dates End: August 2006
Contact: Alison Loerke, ALIA Agency, 206-525-2425, alison@aliaagency.com

FRIGG, Finland/Norway Nordic folk music, 7 members
Nordic folk – the next generation. Combining elements of their respective folk traditions with touches of American, Appalachian
and Country music, they create an entirely new sound.
Tour dates begin: July 13, 2006 and April 12, 2007
Tour dates end: August 20, 2006 and May 28, 2007
Seeking these cities: North America
Contact:         Mike Wolke         1-520-325-2443         info@yulungaarts.com
www.yulungaarts.com
 
GENTICORUM, Québec, Trad/Original Québecois music, Trio
Wooden flute, guitar, fiddle, strong vocal harmonies…plus jew’s harp, banjo and more… joyful uplifting music – Canadian Folk Music Award for Best Ensemble winner 2005, www.genticorum.com 
Tour dates: 2006-2007
Seeking these cities: All cities in North America, except Quebec
Contact: On Queue Performing Artists, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com, www.OnQueueArtists.com 
 
GJALLARORN, Finland/Sweden, Nordic, 4 members
Intense witty interpretations, allied to an innovative combination of instruments, create a fascinating landscape around medieval ballads, hymns and whirling minuets.
Tour dates begin: July 5, 2006 and  Sept 14, 2006
Tour dates end: August 20, 2006 and Oct 16, 2006
Seeking these cities:  North America
Contact:         Mike Wolke         1-520-325-2443         info@yulungaarts.com
www.yulungaarts.com
 
GUDRUN HOLCK, Denmark,          World, 8 members
Music based on the many possibilities within the voice, giving it a very personal expression. She's inspired by the contemporary as well as ancient vocal traditions, Nordic as well as African, with an open view to the world.
Tour dates begin: TBD -  2007
Tour dates end: 2007
Seeking these cities: North America
Contact:         Mike Wolke         1-520-325-2443         info@yulungaarts.com
www.yulungaarts.com

GYUTO MONKS TIBETAN TANTRIC CHOIR, Tibet/India, 12 members
With the suppression of Tibet by the Chinese government, in 1959, Tibetan Buddhist Monks from the Gyuto Tantric University joined the Dalai Lama, in fleeing their homeland and setting up a government-in-exile in northern India. The Gyuto Monks have been chanting in their multi-tonal style since the founding of the Gyuto Tantric University in 1474. This tour will precede a rare visit by the Dalai Lama in 2007. www.gyuto.org 
Tour Dates begin: February 1, 2007
Tour Dates end: March 10, 2007
Seeking these cities: Open – please contact territorial agent
West: Todd Walker – todd@imnworld.com
Mid-West: David Lloyd – david@imnworld.com
East: Jeanna Disney – jeanna@imnworld.com

JAZZ JAMAICA, United Kingdom, Reggae - SkaJazz, 12 artists + tour & road managers
Jazz Jamaica's "Motorcity Roots" tour showcases the band's new CD of the same name -- a tribute to the great Motown songbook celebrating the legacy of Berry Gordy's legendary label with joyous SkaJazz arrangements of classic hits like "What’s Going On,' "My Girl," "Just My Imagination," "You Keep Me Hanging On," etc. Led by bassist Gary Crosby, Jazz Jamaica’s infectious blend of jazz, reggae and ska has earned it critical acclaim and a devoted international following over the past 15 years. Touring band includes Crosby, saxophonists Soweto Kinch and Denys Baptiste; soul/R&B diva Juliet Roberts, trumpeter/vocalist Abram Wilson and vocalist Zara McFarlane.
Tour dates begin: March 01 2006
Tour dates end: March 15 2006
Seeking these cities: Los Angeles, San Francisco, Portland, Seattle, Miami, Atlanta, Washington DC, Philadelphia, NYC, Boston, Chicago, Detroit
Contact: Mitchell Feldman, 303.433.0021, mitchell@dune-music.com, www.dune-music.com 

JUAN CARLOS FORMELL, Cuba, World/Cuba
From rebel to refugee to Grammy nominee. Expect the unexpected from Cuban music rebel Juan-Carlos Formell, whose lyrical songwriting has been hailed as “the magical realism of music.” A vituoso on guitar and bass, Formell’s use of progressive rhythms and harmonies goes beyond the parameters of commercial Latin music. Juan Carlos resides in NYC.
Tour Dates: open
Contact: Dita Sullivan 718-591-5456

JUAN CARMONA, Spanish, World
Juan Carmona has proven to be one of the most creative guitarists of the new flamenco generation. The performer has a surprising, moving quality. Somewhere between profound awareness of musical genres, traditional styles and a devastating modernity, Carmona stands as an innovator. His last album ‘Orillas’ was released in 2002 and was nominated at the Latin Grammy Awards.
Tour dates: open, looking for Chicago & NYC for January 2006
Contact: Bill Smith          bill@eyefortalent.com

JUANA MOLINA, Argentina, Duo
Argentine singer Juana Molina’s quiet conquest of America continued through 2005, nearly two years after the release of her groundbreaking thhird album, Tres Cosas. A mexture of acoustic guitars, traditional percussion, electronic textures and her disarming vocals, she garnered loads of critical acclaim and the attention of many admirers, including David Byrne who picked her to open for his American tour this year. Juana is putting finishing touches on her 4th album, to be released in spring 2006.
Tour dates begin: June 2006
Tour dates end: November 2006
Seeking these cities: All major markets in North America
Contact: Kris Gillepsie, 718-797-4229
gillespie@dominorecordco.com

JULIA SARR and PATRICE LAROSE, Senegal/France. Modern Senegalese-mbalax/Flamenco hybrid.  
Julia & Patrice made their US concert debut at Carnegie Hall (Zankel) in October of 2005 when Youssou N'dour invited them to perform and dubbed the night "The Fresh Face of African Music."  The hall packed and the concert was extremely well-received – quite a feat for two artists making their debut in the US and without a recording available!   Mostly known for her work as backing vocalist, Julia has worked with Oumou Sangare, Youssou N'dour, Papa Wemba, Johnny Halliday, MC Solaar, and for 10 years, Lokua Kanza.  Patrice is a well-respected guitarist throughout Europe and has been a frequent collaborator of Marcio Faraco.  Their debut album, Set Luna, will be released on January 31st, 2006.  
Tour dates begin: January 23
Tour dates end: February 7th
Seeking these cities:  Washington, DC.  Boston, MA.  Chicago, IL.  Already booked: Makor (Jan. 23), World Café Live (Jan. 26), Joe's Pub (Feb. 7th)
Contact: Garrett Shelton, garrett@sunnysiderecords.com, 646-519-3560

KARSH KALE AND REALIZE, USA, Indian Rock and Electronica, 6members
Producer and musician Karsh Kale’s third studio release on Six Degrees, “Broken English” is his latest and most diverse expression of the South Asian experience in North America. Performing on electronic tablas and drums with the ghazal/qawwali force of nature, Vishal Vaid, Kale infuses “organic rocktronica” with the classical Indian music of Kale’s upbringing. This co-founder of the legendary Tabla Beat Science brings will be touring through the summer in North America, Europe, India and Japan in support of his new album due to be released in March 2006(Six Degrees).
Tour Dates Sought:  March 2006 – September 2006.
Contact: Ali Sachedina – ali@invasiongroup.com

KEREN ANN France, Chanson / Folk / Pop
On the heels of critical success for her sublime debut U.S. album, Not Going Anywhere, released on Metro Blue Records, an imprint of Blue Note Records. Paris and New York-based singer-songwriter Keren Ann follows with Nolita, another intimate collection of quietly sung lyrical gems this time with more diverse, multi-textured soundscapes.
Tour Dates: late January/early February
Contact: Tom Windish tom@windishagency.com

KIRAN AHLUWALIA, India/Canada Folk, 5 members
Kiran has emerged as a unique world class performer. Her new album was chosen as one of the "Top Ten Albums of 2005" by Songlines Magazine and fRoots Magazine says "She has a voice destined to enchant more than one generation" The live show features; harmonium, tabla, guitar and bass
Tour dates begin: March 2nd, 2006
Tour dates end: March 15th, 2006
Seeking Western USA: Dates confirmed in LA, Santa Cruz and SF
Contact: Chris Colbourn - chris@concertedefforts.com

KONONO No.1, Democratic  Republic of Congo, 10 piece 
Konono N°1 was founded  over 25 years ago by Mingiedi, a virtuoso of the likembé (a traditional instrument sometimes called "sanza" or  "thumb piano", consisting of metal rods attached to a resonator). The band's  line-up includes three electric likembés (bass, medium and treble), equipped with  hand-made microphones built from magnets salvaged from old car parts, and  plugged into amplifiers.  Fall 2005 US tour garnered rave  reviews in major media across the country, including The New York Times,  NPR, The Chicago Tribune, The Boston  Globe, and The San Francisco  Chronicle.
Tour dates begin: July-August  2006
Contact: Chris Colbourn, 617-969-0810,  chris@concertedefforts.com www.concertedefforts.com

LA BOTTINE SOURIANTE, Québec, Trad/Original Quebécois music and dance
10 piece band: Accordion, fiddle, piano, bass, horn section, percussion, vocals, step dancer Sandy Silva
Tour Dates: 2006-2007
Seeking these cities: All cities in US
Contact: On Queue Performing Artists, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com, www.OnQueueArtists.com 

LA VOLEE D’CASTORS, Quebec, Trad/Original Québecois music and dance, Sextet
Two accordions, guitar, fiddle, percussion, bass, vocals, driving rhythms, strong vocals, lots of movement on stage… www.vdc.qc.ca 
Tour dates: 2006-2007
Seeking these cities: All cities in North America
Contact: On Queue Performing Artists, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com, www.OnQueueArtists.com 

LAS ONDAS MARTELES, France, World
Tour Dates: Late January northeast
Contact: Thomas Weill
T.weill@label-bleu.fr  

LATIN FIESTA, USA, Latin, 9 performers
Virtuoso instrumentalists, vocalists and dancers perform classical and popular music from Latin America, Brazil and Spain.  The charm, color and excitement represent the passion and energy within these cultures. 
Tour Dates Begin: May 22, 2006  
Tour Dates End:      August 31, 2006
Seeking these cities: New York, Washington, Chicago, Miami, Boston, St. Antonio, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Pittsburgh and Vancouver.
Contact: Raymond Taylor (H)215-482-3965 (cell)215-681-4169
Rayviol@aol.com www.Latinfiestainc.com <http://www.Latinfiestainc.com> 

LE VENT DU NORD, Québec, Trad/Original Quebecois music and dance, Quartet
Hurdy-gurdy, fiddle, accordion, guitar, vocals, foot-tapping and dancer Benoit Bourque. Canadian Folk Music Award winner! www.leventdunord.com 
Tour dates: 2006-2007
Seeking these cities: All cities in US
Contact: On Queue Performing Artists, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com, www.OnQueueArtists.com 

LILA DOWNS, US/Mexico, World/Ranchero
Lila's forthcoming album LA CANTINA: ENTRE COPA Y COPA (March 06), will be unique as Lila focuses entirely on Mexico's beloved tradition of canciones ranchero -- the songs typically heard in the cantinas of Mexico, akin to the fado of Portugal.  Her touring in 2006 will be in support of this album. 
Tour Dates: April, 2006.
Contact: Maria Matias, Monterey International maria@montereyinternational.net

LOS DE ABAJO, Mexico, World/Ska
"Call it Tropipunk, file it under Explosive. It's the sound of the future, get used to it." - MOJO This outspoken and hugely talented Mexico City band's live shows are inciendary and legendary, and their new album LDA VS. THE LUNATICS (February 06) on Real World really captures the intensity of their performances.
Tour Dates: open
Contact:  John Pantle, The Agency Group, (310) 385 2800
johnpantle@theagencygroup.com

LURA, Portuguese, World
A voice we want to hear on both joyful and sad occasions, a voice that soothes us and sweeps us away.
Tour Dates: Late January northeast 
Contact: Luis Barros
Agent: lbbarros@yahoo.com

MAIRE NI CHATHASAIGH & CHRIS NEWMAN, duo
Virtuoso flat-picking guitar and harp, Swing, Celtic, bluegrass, Old Time, from Ireland and England. www.oldbridgemusic.com 
Tour dates: 2006-2007
Seeking these cities: All cities in North America
Contact: On Queue Performing Artists, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com, www.OnQueueArtists.com 

MAMADOU DJIABATE ENSEMBLE, Mali, Solo, Trio, Qrt or Qnt
Virtuoso kora player and jeli from Mali, W. Africa, based in US. Group size is variable. Current Grammy Award nominee in Traditional World Album of the Year.
Tour dates: 2006-2007
Seeking these cities: All cities in North America
Contact: On Queue Performing Artists, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com, www.OnQueueArtists.com 

MARCEL KHALIFE, Lebanon, classical Arabic/world/Jazz, Trio & Quartet
Named as the “UNESCO Artist for Peace” in June 2005, Lebanese composer and oud master Marcel Khalifé is one of the world’s leading Arab musicians, reshaping traditional Arabic music into an alluring, universally communicative form of expression. His haunting vocals and mesmerizing instrumentals have fascinated audiences worldwide.
Tour dates begin: 10/03/2006
Tour dates end: 11/05/2006
Seeking these cities: All cities in North America
Contact: Mustafa Habib, 832-755-1010, nagam@aol.com, www.marcelkhalife.com <http://www.marcelkhalife.com> 

MARCELO D2, Brazil, hip hop
http://www.windishagency.com/bio_marcelod2.htm
Tour dates begin: June 1, 2006
Tour dates end: July 31
Seeking these cities: Any in North America and Canada
Contact: Tom Windish/Sam Hunt - The Windish Agency - sam@windishagency.com,   773-489-3500

M’EL MRABET, Oud player, Qrt 
“Andalusian Legacy” - oud, bass, sax, doumbek
Tour dates: 2006-2007
Seeking these cities: All cities in North America
Contact: On Queue Performing Artists, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com, www.OnQueueArtists.com 

MICHELLE GREENE, USA, Latin folk/jazz 2 to 7 members
a musician, vocalist, songwriter who is also a         successful actress (LA LAW) and author (novel on Harper/Collins)
Tour dates: open
Seeking these cities: North America
Contact: Mike Wolke         1-520-325-2443
Info@yulungaarts.com <mailto:info@yulungaarts.com>  www.yulungaarts.com

MRUDANGAMMAESTRO SRI UMAYALPURAM K. SIVARAMAN, S India 
"Divine Melodies in Rhythm Fantasies"
5 performers
Sivaraman, in his 60th year of service in the music field, is a top percussionist in the world, playing the ancient barrel shaped double sided hand drum - Mrudangam - a divine instrument played by Nandhi the Bull God, according to Hindu Holy Scriptures.  He will be joined by high caliber artistes on Veena (Lute - played by Goddess Saraswathi), Flute (played by Lord Krishna), Violin and Ghatam (Clay Pot).
Tour dates begin: September 15th, 2006
Tour dates end: November 15th, 2006
Seeking all major cities:  New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Dallas, Houston, Seattle, Atlanta, Minneapolis, Chicago, etc.
Contact: Lalitha Swaminathan  lalswam@yahoo.com

MUSAFIR, Rajasthan, India, 9 members
Musafir combines Rajasthani rural folk music with influences from Qawwali (Muslim devotional music), Indian film music, Arab popular music, and Hindustani (North Indian Classical) music. Musafir (traveler in Farsi) has dazzled European audiences in recent years with its energetic hybrid versions of Indian folk and popular music, acrobatics, and feats of physical endurance. They have performed to enthusiastic crowds at hundreds of concerts and festivals all over Europe, including WOMAD, Roskilde, Paleo, Sfinks, and Ritmos. 
Tour Dates Begin: June 2006
Tour Dates End: February 2007
Contact: Alison Loerke/ALIA Agency, 206-525-2425, alison@aliaagency.com

NANO, France, Edge of World, Jazz, Electronic         Solo 
Amazing accordionist/singer/cajon performer, sings and plays intense music. Nano has performed as sideman with many French and European stars, including Boy George and I Muvrini, but as a leader/soloist you need to see and hear to believe, sounds unlike anything you’ve ever heard. 
Tour Dates : Late January East Coast
Contact: Veronique Croisile croisile@club-internet.fr

NIYAZ, Iran/India/US, 5 members
Vas vocalist Azam Ali, Axiom of Choice's multi-instrumentalist Loga Ramin Torkian, and producer/remixer Carmen Rizzo have joined forces to create a globe-spanning sound that the trio calls "world music for the 21st century." 
“Niyaz is the closest to organic digitalism imaginable: you never know where the mouse pad ends and the animal skin begins… devotional by nature, weaving deft poetics about being consumed by divine flames into patient textures of dhol, tholak, darbuka, and synthesizers. When the trio attacks the dancefloor fully with the 110-bpm "Dilruba," ancient Persia finds a new home in stacks of subwoofers." – XLR8R
Tour Dates Begin: Sept 2006
Tour Dates End: ongoing
Contact: Alison Loerke/ALIA Agency, 206-525-2425, alison@aliaagency.com www.aliaagency.com <http://www.aliaagency.com> 

NOJAZZ, France, World / Funk / Jazz / Electro 
5 piece band 
One of the best live artists produced in France, this band will make you move. Played NYC Winter Jazzfest, SXSW, Eurosonic, Popkomm and Globalquerque this year to great response everywhere. NoJazz has performed in over 27 countries to date. 
Tour Dates: June/July 2006
Contact: Bill Smith, bill@eyefortalent.com or Robert Singerman (co-manager)         Rosing@earthlink.net

ROKIA TRAORE, Mali, 10-12 members
Mali’s Rokia Traoré is only twenty-seven years old and is already recognized as one of the greatest voices in all of Africa today. Full of freshness and nerve, and with natural authority and great integrity in her artistic choices, she has already charmed many of the most influential musicians on the African continent. She is perhaps most celebrated for her live shows, which Time Out London says are “arguably the most exciting, most thrilling live African music show around.” www.rokiatraore.net 
Tour Dates begin: February 1, 2007
Tour Dates end: March 4, 2007
Seeking these cities: please contact territorial agent
West: Todd Walker – todd@imnworld.com
Mid-West: David Lloyd – david@imnworld.com
East: Jeanna Disney – jeanna@imnworld.com

SALIF KEITA, Mali, 13 musicians
“Golden Voice of Africa,” whose music blends traditional griot music of his Malian childhood with other West African influences, along with influences from Cuba, Spain, and Portugal, and an unmistakably overall Islamic sound.
Tour dates begin:  1. June 27, 2006 and 2. August 3, 2006
Tour dates end:  1. July 11, 2006 and 2. August 21, 2006
Seeking dates Canada/US both periods.
Contact: Bill Smith         bill@eyefortalent.com

SEU JORGE, Brazil, 5 members
http://www.windishagency.com/bio_seujorge.htm
Tour dates begin: June 9, 2006
Tour dates end:  July 9, 2006
Seeking these cities: Any in North America and Canada
Contact: Tom Windish/Sam Hunt - The Windish Agency - sam@windishagency.com,   773-489-3500

SHOOGLENIFTY, Scotland, Techno/Ceilidh/Acid Croft/Hypnofolkadelia, 6 members
A wild uptempo mix of trad talent and super funkyphonics melding heritage and hedonism into one unbreakable whole.
Tour dates begin: June 29, 2006 and August 10
Tour dates end: July 23, 2006 and September 10
Seeking these cities:  USA
Contact: Mike Wolke/Yulunga Arts  1-520-325-2443
info@yulungaarts.com www.yulungaarts.com

SIDI GOMA, India, African-Indian Sufi Music and Dance, 12 performers
Africa meets India with this  unique blend of mystical chants, polyrhythmic drumming and ecstatic dances. Migrating from East Africa to India many centuries ago the Sidis employ  Africa-derived instruments and joyous exhuberance in their sacred rituals  and dances. This group, from Gujarat in Western India are Muslim Sufis dedicated to the African saint Gori Pir. This tour follows highly acclaimed  US and European tours.
Tour dates begin: February 1,  2007
Tour dates end: March 15, 2007
Seeking  these cities: any city across  USA/Canada
Contact: Katerina Pavlakis, +44.20.70959566, katerina@kapa-productions.com,  www.kapa-productions.com

SON DE MADERA, Mexico, son jarocho , 4 members
traditional son jarocho  music and dance from Mexico. 
Tour dates begin: Feb 10, 2007
Tour dates end: Feb 28, 2007
Seeking these areas:  Midwest and East Coast
 contact Bill Smith - bill@eyefortalent.com www.eyefortalent.com

SUSANA BACA, Peru, 4 to 5 members
Susana Baca belongs to a new tradition of Peruvian singers, delving into the shadows of the past to recover shimmering melodies and seductive rhythms. Baca brings together remnants of Peru's suppressed African past with traditional Andean instrumentation to create an emotional hybrid of the two cultures.  Baca’s “ distinct voice has the strength to create its own tradition.” (The New York Times)
Tour Dates begin: October 12, 2006
Tour Dates end: November 5, 2006
Seeking these cities: Open – please contact territorial agent
West: Todd Walker – todd@imnworld.com
Mid-West: David Lloyd – david@imnworld.com
East: Jeanna Disney – jeanna@imnworld.com

SUSHEELA RAMAN, UK/USA, Indian Folk-Blues-Jazz, 2 to 5 members
With three successful studio albums and countless performances worldwide, Susheela Raman has cemented her reputation as a dynamic and sensual vocalist, whose electrifying stage presence blends South Indian Carnatic traditions within various Western arrangements.  Touring as a duo with her co-producer and guitarist Sam Mills or with her full band, Susheela Raman seeks booking representation and tour dates within North America in support of her February 06, 2006 Narada/EMI release, “Music for Crocodiles”.   
Tour Dates Wanted:          February 2006-September 2006
Contact: Cathy Bitton - cbitton@wanadoo.fr, Ali Sachedina – ali@invasiongroup.com         

TIKEN JAH FAKOLY, Ivory Coast, reggae
http://www.windishagency.com/bio_tikenjahfakoly.htm
Tour dates begin: June 1, 2006
Tour dates end: July 31
Seeking these cities: Any in North America and Canada
Contact: Tom Windish/Sam Hunt - The Windish Agency - sam@windishagency.com,   773-489-3500

VARTTINA, Finland, World/Vocal 
Perennial favorites Varttina will release their Real World debut  MIERO in January -- just as their music for the mammoth stage production of "Lord of the Rings" makes its debut on the Toronto stage on February 2nd, with the London opening set for autumn 06 and a Broadway run the following year. The most costly stage production ever undertaken, the play will be a big press buzz and provide as high-profile a platform for mainstream exposure as Varttina have ever had.   North American touring plans are in the and booking offers are welcomed.
Tour Dates: open
Contact: David Gaar/Ritmo Artists david@ritmoartists.com, 512/447-5661
 
VASEN, Sweden, Progressive Trad / Original, Trio
Väsen carries its brilliant acoustic ensemble interplay to new levels with a contemporary energy and attitude that is rarely found in acoustic bands. The combination of nyckelharpa and viola is propelled by driving rhythmic guitar  ~ transcendant tunes of telepathic intensity. www.vasen.se <http://www.vasen.se> 
Seeking tour dates: Western US/Canada/South, Late April ’06
Sept/Oct 06; May/June 07; Fall 07
Contact: Sandra Peevers         Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com         www.OnQueueArtists.com <http://www.OnQueueArtists.com> 
 
YACUB ADDY’S ODADAA!, Ghana, Traditional/creative Ghanian percussive music, 7 to 10 members
Classic Ghanian ensemble, led by respected master drummer Yacub Addy. Yacub retains in America a level of traditional performance that is dying in Ghana. Yacub is the eldest practising drummer from the famous Addy clan of Accra. Instrumentation includes drums, bells, shekeres, guitar, bamboo flutes, balaphone, voices. Projects include collaborations w/Stefon Harris (“Kolo”) and Wynton Marsalis/Lincon Center Jazz Orchestra (“Congo Square”)
Tour dates begin: May 10, 2006
Tour dates end: ongoing
Contact: Amina Addy, 518-783-0993, addyy@rpi.edu

YAT-KHA, Tuva Republic,  throatsingers/rock/world, 5 members
Yat-Kha hail from one  of the most remote parts of the planet -the Tuva Republic - high up  in the plains and snowy mountains of southern Siberia, a place  famous for extraordinary multiple "khoomei" throatsinging vocal techniques,  beautiful songs and wild eagles.  Their new album of cover  songs,  Re-Covers, has been featured  in Mojo and Songlines.
Tour dates begin: September-October  2006
Contact: Chris Colbourn, 617-969-0810,  chris@concertedefforts.com, www.concertedefforts.com  
 
YEMENI FOLKLORE ENSEMBLE, Yemen/based in US, 3 to 4 members 
The traditional music of Yemen is a rare musical blend. Home to the oldest ports of call on our planet, and the ancient caravan routes, it has absorbed many elements -African, Indian, South Arabian, Jewish, and even central and southeast Asian. The ensemble (oud, voclas,percussion) performs in several distinct regional styles. This is not belly dance music, but more raw, and authentic. Some have described it as Arabic Hillbilly!
Tour dates begin: Summer / Fall 2006, 2007
Seeking these cities: USA & CANADA, Folk Festivals
Contact: Isaac Gutwilik
Funky Tradition Productions
email: funkytradition@yahoo.com

YUNGCHEN LHAMO, Tibet, World/Tibetan
She grew up in a Chinese work-camp in Tibet, escaped on foot across the Himalayas with her child, and found freedom in His Holiness the Dalai Lama's Tibetan Buddhist exile community in Dharmsala, India.   She sings secular, not sacred, repertoire on behalf of the Tibetan freedom effort with the express blessing of the Dalai Lama.   Now residing in NYC, Yungchen Lhamo has a new album, AMA, due on Real World in April 06, and is eager to tour her solo, a cappella performance in a broad array of venues.
Tour Dates Begin: open
Contact: Mitch Greenhill, Folklore Productions 310/451-0767
 
 
==========
CD Releases
==========

Alex Torres y su Orquesta: “25 Years to Life”
12 piece Latin Jazz band
Self-released album celebrating 25 years
Contact: On Queue Performing Artists, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com, www.OnQueueArtists.com 
Release date: Fall 2005

Amadou & Mariam, "Dimanche a Bamako", France/Mali, World
The blind couple from Mali is back with a stellar album produced by Manu Chao. Whether they entertain us with catchy world/pop tunes ("La Realite") or provide us with food for thought ("La Paix"), Amadou & Mariam bring the best of both worlds for you to enjoy. A landmark World music album of 2005 ! Nominated for Best Contemporary World Music Album in 2005 Grammy Awards.
Label: Because Music, licensed to Nonesuch Records
Contact: Peter Clancy, peter.clancy@nonesuch.com, www.nonesuch.com
Release date: August 2005

Ananda Shankar, A Life In Music  (TSQ-CD-9052), India
Nephew of Ravi Shankar, sitar teacher to Jimi Hendrix,..the late Ananda Shankar is perhaps the first musician ever to blend Indian Classical Music and the Sitar to Electronica in the late 60's/early 70's. His music is sought after by DJs around the world. This is the first official release of his music on CD.
Label: Times Square Records
Contact: Yusuf Gandhi - 212 564 8855, yusuf@fourquartersent.com, www.timessquarerecords.net 
Release Date: February 7, 2005         

Asha Bhosle, “Love Supreme”(TSQ-CD-9050), India, Bollywood
The grand dame of Bollywood, along with her sister Lata Mangeshkar, is considered the most recorded artist of all time. This is her new album of Ghazals, Love poems set to music, ... includes a bonus enhanced disc featuring her favorite duets that she has sung over the years, along with her own notes describing why she has chosen each duet. 
Label: Times Square Records
Contact: Yusuf Gandhi - 212 564 8855, yusuf@fourquartersent.com, www.timessquarerecords.net 
Release Date: March 7, 2006

Beat the Donkey,  "Love the Donkey" , USA,  Brazilian percussion
Brazilian infused percussion rock. Beat the Donkey is constantly in motion creating an anarchic yet structured, roller coaster rhythm ride. BTD mixes instruments from four continents with Baptista's own percussive creations, and infuses the music with dance to produce a spellbinding and infectious performance. Madman virtuoso Cyro Baptista has played with an incredible range of musicians, from Paul Simon, Wynton Marsalis, Cassandra Wilson and Herbie Hancock to Medeski, Martin and Wood, Phish and Sting. A distinctive composer and vocalist in his own right, Beat the Donkey is his most exciting and longest running project.
Label: Tzadik 
Contact: Eleonora Alberto, 201-569-6083, ele@cyrobaptista.com, www.cyrobaptista.com 
Release Date: November 2005

Bombay Dub Orchestra “Bombay Dub Orchestra”  U.K. / India 
Bombay Dub Orchestra is the remarkable debut album from the U.K.-based duo of Garry Hughes (Björk, Sly & Robbie) and noted producer and arranger, Andrew T. Mackay (VAST). Together the two have created a world of cinematic lushness, orchestral delights, global voices, rhythms, vintage synthesizers and electronic bleeps. Think Röyksopp, Air and Zero 7, but with a 28-piece Indian string section lending a hand. Bombay Dub Orchestra is a uniquely brilliant blend of orchestral arrangements, modern, lush beats and synthesizers with a heavy nod towards the music of India.
Label: Six Degrees Records 
Contact: publicity@sixdegreesrecords.com 
Release Date: 2/28/06 

“Brazilian Lounge,” Brazil
Seductive Brazilian melodies and subtle electronica mix on this collection of contemporary chill-out rhythms
Label: Putumayo World Music, Koch Entertainment
Contact: Crissa Requate, 212.625.1400 ext.226, Crissa@Putumayo.com, www.putumayo.com  
Release Date: February 21, 2006

”The Caribbean,” Trinidad, Guadeloupe, Jamaica, France, Senegal, USA, Cuba, Tonga, Haiti
A joyous musical cruise to the Caribbean featuring the irresistible rhythms of soca, reggae, compas, merengue and more
Label: Putumayo World Music, Koch Entertainment
Contact: Crissa Requate, 212.625.1400 ext.226, Crissa@Putumayo.com, www.putumayo.com 
Release Date: January 10, 2006

Cheb i Sabbah, La Kahena Remixed EP - digital only release  Algeria  
In this exclusively digital release, tracks from Cheb i Sabbah's critically 
acclaimed North African release, La Kahena, have been remixed by an eclectic host of dj and producing talents. The EP kicks off with a remix by Fnaïre, hip hop artists from Marrakech, Morocco who give us their own Moghrebi version of "Sadats." DJ Sandeep Kumar, popular west coast bhangra producer, spins a Punjabi version of "Toura Toura." And, world renowned UK production and performance duo, Temple of Sound, offers up a heavily dance version of "Esh ‘Dani, Alash Mshit," the memorable opening track on La Kahena featuring raï diva Cheba Zahouania. 
Label: Six Degrees Records 
Contact: publicity@sixdegreesrecords.com
Release Date: 12/6/05

Deepak Ram, “Samvad” (Conversation), India,  North Indian Classical 
Deepak Ram (bansuri), accompanied by Ustad Tari Khan on tabla, performs ragas Madhukauns, Kirwani, Yaman and Mishra Khamaj. 
Label: Golden Horn Records
Contact: Ates Temeltas, Golden Horn Records, (925) 930-7184, ates@goldenhorn.com, http://www.goldenhorn.com
Release Date: October 2005 
 
Eccodek, “Voices Have Eyes “, Canada, Worldbeat
The much anticipated follow up to 2003's "More Africa In Us" it's "an extraordinary blend of world beat, mystical voices, folkloric traditions, modern jazz and dancehall electronica. (Hamilton Spectator, Nov 05)
Laberl: Independent, distributor Maplewood Music in Canada
Contact: Ian Menzies, Meta4 Music, ian@meta4world.com
Release Date: Nov 27, 2005

Genticorum: “Malins Plaisirs”, Québec, Traditional
Flute, fiddle, guitar, other instruments, strong vocal harmonies, winner Best Ensemble – Canadian Folk Music Awards
Label: Roues et Archets
Contact: On Queue Performing Artists, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com, www.OnQueueArtists.com 
Release date: Spring 2005

Iarla O'Lionaird, Ireland, World/Sean Nos
"One of the most dramatic voices in contemporary music." - The Guardian
 Best known as the lead singer for world fusion innovators Afro Celt Sound System, Iarla's new INVISIBLE FIELDS album and solo touring present him in an innovative new fusion, blending his family's traditional sean nos Gaelic singing style with ambient and electronic frameworks.  Iarla is among the most respected sean nos vocalist of Ireland, as well as a noted lecturer and scholar of Irish tradiitional music.
Label: Real World
Contact: Cheryl McEnaney, 323/692-1350 cherylmc@narada.com
Release date: January 2006
 
Issa Bagayogo “Live Set” - digital only release Mali 
While Malian artist Issa Bagayogo was in California during a rare North 
American tour last summer, he and his band dropped by the recording studio at Apple's Cupertino headquarters and laid down these 5 live tracks 
exclusively for iTunes. Three are originally from his 2004 Six Degrees 
release Tassoumakan, the other two from his North American debut Timbuktu. 
Label: Six Degrees Records  
Contact: publicity@sixdegreesrecords.com 
Release Date: 11/8/05

Julia Sarr & Patrice Larose, “Set Luna”, modern Senegalese-mbalax/flamenco hybrid
Set Luna is best described not as a fusion or a blend, but a conversation between Senegalese and Flamenco traditions.  In the words of Richard Gehr, " a simmering album of subtle textures and futuristic connotations, Set Luna contains equal parts duende, that ineffable spirit at the heart of flamenco, and a distinct Dakar-rooted sound with an extremely promising future." 
Label: Sunnyside/No Format, Ryko Distribution
Contact: Garrett Shelton, 646-519-3560, garrett@sunnysiderecords.com, www.noformat.net 
Release date:  Jan. 31
 
Karsh Kale Broken English  U.S. / India 
New York born and raised Karsh Kale balances his Indian heritage with rock 'n' roll, hip hop and atmospheric pop on his most diverse release to date. For this, his third studio release Kale works with a talented cast of collaborators including MC Napolean and vocalists Trixie Riess (Crystal Method, Salim Merchant) and Dierdre (Ekova).
Label: Six Degrees Records 
Contact: publicity@sixdegreesrecords.com 
Release Date: 3/21/06  
 
Kwanza Jones – “Naked 2: Universal Fire), USA
A quick look at what is hot on the world music charts confirms that producers Tim Carmon and Kwanza Jones hit a home run with Naked 2: universal fire. What is fundamental within the album, inspired by Kwanza's successful climb to the summit of Mt. Kilimanjaro, is artistically challenging music, startlingly fresh vocals and catchy melodies. What truly makes this album unique are Kwanza's original tracks. They stand out and can best be described as Global Grooves. These tracks are bursting with energy and dramatic vocals.  
Innovation group
CONTACT: Delton Henderson, 310-396-0710 delton@innivationentertainment.com
RELEASE DATE: Feb 10, 2006
 
La Volée d’Castors, “y a du Monde à Messe!”, Québec, Progressive-Trad
Self-released album
Contact: On Queue Performing Artists, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com, www.OnQueueArtists.com 
Release date: Nov. 2005

Las Tres Orillas del Atlantico, Morocco/Spain/Mexico, Fandango, Duende y Taraf - fusion
Fandango Duende y Taraf is made up of four exceptional musicians, each steeped in different traditions, whose combined talent gave rise to Las Tres Orillas del Atlántico (The Three Shores of the  Atlantic), a CD that reflects and summarizes the playful and mystic essence of the fandango, which follows the son jarocho tradition of Veracruz, Mexico, the duende of the Flamenco-Andalusian tradition, and the taraf, stemming from the Arab-Andalusian tradition. The result is an interweaving of Afro-mestizo and Arab-Andalusian sounds, which are strongly linked to Mexican music, whose roots have drawn from and been enriched by different influences throughout its history
Label: Alebrije, Mexico, Distribution in Mexico: Noisekontrol
Contact: Alijandro Colinas, alebrije@solar.sar.net
Release Date: January 2005
 
Latin Fiesta, “Amor a la Vida” (Love of Life), USA, Hispanic/World Music
Assembled here are some of the finest Latin talent that can be found along with Grammy Award-Winning Producer, Oscar Hernandez.  Latin Fiesta’s “Amor a la Vida” (Love of Life) is a 14-track collection that spans the Latin landscape of musical mastery.
Label: Oasis
Contact: Raymond Taylor (Tel)215-482-3965  (cell)215-681-4169, Rayviol@aol.com, www.Latinfiestainc.com 
Release Date: June 15, 2005
 
Le Vent du Nord,“Les Amants du Saint Laurent”, Québec, Traditional 
Hurdy-gurdy, fiddle, guitar, accordion, singing, step dancing, foot-tapping. JUNO Award winners; Canadian Folk Music Award for Best Traditional Album of the Year
Label: Borealis Records
Contact: On Queue Performing Artists, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com, www.OnQueueArtists.com 
Release date: Spring 2005

Mamadou Diabate, “Behmanka” Mali, W. Africa
Solo album featuring virtuoso kora player – just Grammy nominated for Best Traditional Album of the Year
Label: Harmonia Mundi/World Village Records
Contact: On Queue Performing Artists, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com, www.OnQueueArtists.com 
Release date: July 2005

Mamadou Diabate Ensemble, “Griot Heritage”, Mali, W. Africa
Featuring kora, balafon guitar, double bass and percussion
Contact: On Queue Performing Artists, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com, www.OnQueueArtists.com 
Release date: Spring 2006

Mamady Keita & Sewa Kan, "Live @ Couleur Cafe", USA, African
African Master Drummer Mamady Keita & his group Sewa Kan deliver a high-energy performance of non-stop rhythms and dances from West Africa that will get your blood pumping and get you up on your feet dancing.  With special guests Bruno Genero, Baba Sissoko, Seckou Keita and Mohamet Sissoko on Djembe, Talking Drum, Kora and Balafon, you will be transported into the heart of Africa.  Mamady Keita, originally from Guinea, now resides in San Diego, CA where he teaches at his school TamTam Mandingue.
Contact: Monette Marino Keita, (619) 825-9921, morhythm@cox.net, www.mamadykeita.com
Release Date: December 20, 2005            DVD Release: October 1, 2005

noJazz, "Have Fun", France, World/Funk/Jazz/Electro
… Where World Music, Electro-Jazz and Funk mingle to get your back up off the wall. All along "Have Fun", their 2nd album to date, this eclectic combo always looking for new musical grounds to explore, lets its technical virtuosity back up infectious grooves that will shake your spine. Featuring an impressive cast: Stevie Wonder, Maurice White, Claude Nougaro.
Record label: Up Music, distributed by Warner Music 
Contact: Guillaume Crisafulli, + 33 1 56 60 40 00, guillaume.crisafulli@warnermusic.com, www.nojazz.net
Release date: October 24th, 2005
 
Ravi Shankar, “The Man & His Music”(TSQ-CD-9051)
India, Indian classical
Ravi Shankar, one of the greatest Indian Classical Musicians and Sitarists of all time, who has perhaps influenced more musicians in every genre of music than any other single individual in his lifetime. This album is a retrospective of his great talent highlighting both his Classical and Experimental ventures.
Label: Times Square Records
Contact: Yusuf Gandhi - 212 564 8855, yusuf@fourquartersent.com, www.timessquarerecords.net 
Release Date: February 7, 2005

Romashka, Gypsy Music for Dancing and Dreaming
Romashka 's debut release  features a "lethal dose of gypsy firewater" brassy Balkan beats, sexy string and accordion syncopations, heart-twisting Russian tangos and tales of lost love.  
Label: Independent         Distributor: CD Baby
Contact: Inna Barmash, (201) 739-3931, info@romashka.net, http://www.romashka.net
Release Date: Fall 2005
 
Samite, “Embalasasa”, Uganda
Samite has stirred up a brew of transcendent new songs from his  native Uganda that feature his deeply soulful vocals- The songs on 
the album reflect Samite's  connection to his African roots as in the  title song, Embalasasa, which is the name of a beautiful but  poisonous lizard in East Africa which Samite uses as an analogy for the beauty of the sexual act mixed with fear of contacting AIDS.
Label: Triloka Records
Contact: Mitchell Markus- mitchell@triloka.com
Release Date: March 5, 2006

Sara Tavares, "Balance," (TSQ-CD-9054)  Cape Verde
Belonging to a second generation of Africans on the rise in the Portuguese and international musical panorama, the recording's artistic sophistication transforms Tavares into one of the most distinctive representatives of musical  hybrids as expressed in Lisbon. Stripped of the superfluous, these songs are expressly organic and emotionally pure. Special guests are Júlio Pereira, Melo D, Boy Gê Mendes, André Cabaço, and Ana Moura. Tavares will be touring in the Late  Spring/ Early Summer.
Label: Times Square Records
Contact: Yusuf Gandhi - 212 564 8855, yusuf@fourquartersent.com, www.timessquarerecords.net 
Release Date: Mar 21, 2006         

Shrift , “Lost in a Moment”  Brazil/U.K.
Six Degrees presents the debut of Shrift in 2006. A fresh and effortless acoustic and electronic experimental fusion of musical genres, Shrift is made up of singer Nina Miranda, formerly of Smoke City, and electronics whiz Dennis Wheatley of the UK duo Atlas. Shrift beautifully combines electronic textures and voice with organic touches on Lost in a Moment, their debut recording. Early tracks of theirs can be heard on Six Degrees compilations Traveler '03 and Torch.  
Label: Six Degrees Records 
Contact: publicity@sixdegreesrecords.com
Release Date: 2/7/06 
 
A Six Degrees Collection Traveler '06 Brazil, Iran, Mali, India, U.K. 
The newest edition of the Six Degrees signature Traveler series, Traveler ‘06, is the label's latest dispatch from the front lines of innovation in music from around the world.  Spanning continents and styles, Traveler '06 will feature many new and exclusive tracks and remixes from Karsh Kale, MIDIval PunditZ, Niyaz, The Real Tuesday Weld, Issa Bagayogo and many other Six Degrees favorites.
Label: Six Degrees Records 
Contact: publicity@sixdegreesrecords.com
Release Date: 2/7/06 
 
Souad Massi, "Mesk Elil", France, World
Born in Algiers in 1972 in a family of performers, this young Algerian woman, has a golden voice and a sparkling talent. She creates a delicate and harmonious Algerian folk rock with activist and sensitive lyrics. Each song is particular and reminds us of Joan Baez’s and Tracy Chapman’s rebellious and melodious worlds. Her 3rd album, "Mesk Elil", showcases music atmospheres between rock and traditional music, mix together electric and flamenco guitars, Arabic lute, battery, gumbri (saharian acoustic bass), karkabous (Saharan metal castanets).
Label: Wrasse Records www.wrasserecords.com
Contact: Mel Puljic, (773) 289-4877, rerootedmedia@aol.com, 
Release date: November 15th, 2005
 
Susheela Raman, “Music for Crocodiles”, Indian Rock Blues and Jazz
London-born Susheela Raman’s third studio album on Narada/EMI, “Music for Crocodiles” has been released in Europe to critical and commercial acclaim.   “Music for Crocodiles” showcases Raman as an artist of real stature and maturing strengths – her smoky, jazz and blues-inflected vocals, her silky integration of South India’s Carnatic music into contemporary Western arrangements; and a provocative persona exuding a sensual confidence.
Label: Narada/EMI
Label Contact: Cheryl McEnaney - cherylmc@narada.com 
Release Date: February 6, 2006
          
“Turkish Groove,” Turkey
Turkish Grooves features hit songs heard in the nightclubs of Istanbul that blend flavors of the Balkans, Central Asia and the Middle East with sophisticated global pop and dance music.  It is the latest release in Putumayo’s successful Groove series, which has sold more than 1 million CDs.
Label: Putumayo World Music, Koch Entertainment
Contact: Crissa Requate, 212.625.1400 ext.226, Crissa@Putumayo.com, www.putumayo.com <http://www.putumayo.com> 
Release date: March 21
 
Väsen: “Live in Japan”, Sweden
Sweden’s premier internationally touring trio; includes separate DVD disk with interviews and live footage.
Label: NorthSide Records
Contact: On Queue Performing Artists, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com, www.OnQueueArtists.com 
Release date: Fall 2005

 “World Traveller Adventures”, France, Tribal Techno - World Electronica 
An anthology of the last ten years of the European techno-traveller movement through 4 road-trips documentaries. World Traveller Adventure’s  breathtaking riddim embody the spirit of the main actors of the nomadic techno movement. This pure energy will lead you through Africa, mythical Indian Goa and Eastern Europe. An embodiment of what cultural border breaking stands for. 
Labil: Uncivilized World (Uwe) , Koch Entertainment Distribution
Contact: Olivia Arlabosse, (212) 343-3233, olivia@uncivilizedworld.com <mailto:olivia@uncivilizedworld.com> , www.uncivilizedworld.com
Release date : October 2005

Ziriguiboom: Now Sound of Brazil 2  Brazil 
Now Sound of Brazil 2 is the latest collection of cool and innovative music 
from Ziriguiboom, Crammed Discs' Brazilian imprint. Six Degrees is proud to be the North American partner for Crammed. Acclaimed around the world as the leading source for modern Brazilian music, from electronic to bossa to samba soul, Ziriguiboom is dedicated to presenting original aspects of Brazilian music to an international audience. Now Sound of Brazil 2 includes material by Ziriguiboom artists Bebel Gilberto, Cibelle, Celso Fonseca, Zuco 103, and Bossacucanova. Four of  the selections on the album are previously unreleased.  
Six Degrees Records 
publicity@sixdegreesrecords.com 
Release Date: 1/17/06 
 
 
==========
RETAIL NEWS
------------------

Calabash Music (web-based), Somerville, MA, USA
Calabash Music (www.calabashmusic.com), the world's first fair trade music company, and only major e-tailer dedicated to world music, continues to lead the way providing content to a global audience. Calabash Music continues to sign top independent labels and artists from around the world, recently expanding our catalog with major signings from South Africa and more European based labels.
Calabash Music
Contact: Erich Ludwig erich@calabashmusic.com
1-617-459-4062 or 1-877-439-7395
www.calabashmusic.com <http://www.calabashmusic.com> 
 
 
========
SIGNINGS
--------------

Arielle Dombasle, France, World
Signed to: Wrasse Records, Chicago IL.
Starting date: May 2nd 2006
Territories of this signing: USA, UK
Over the last twenty-five years – marked with an equal number of films – she has acquired a unique status. "Amor Amor" is a sepia-coloured album, a patchwork of covers broadly focusing on boleros from Mexico (and Cuba: the mould is the same). They take us back to Arielle’s childhood in Mexico with her grandfather, the French ambassador. She likes to recall that her companions in song are Sarah Vaughan, Peggy Lee and Diana Ross, and that Arizona and Miami were still Mexican at the start of the twentieth century.
Contact: Mel Puljic, (773) 289-4877, rerootedmedia@aol.com, www.wrasserecords.com
 
Calabash Music , Boston, MA, USA
Signed: Frochot Music Publishing (Mory Kante, Salif Keita)
Label Bleu (Rokia Traore, D'Gary)
Last Call (Kocani Orkestar, Vera Bila)
Nocturne (Burning Spear, Maraca)
Saravah (Pierre Akendengue)
Sheer Sound (Oliver Mtukudzi, Sipho Gumede)
Ghetto Ruff (Zola, Mapaputsi, Pitch Black Afro)
Bula Music (Lundi, Nezi, Jonathan Butler, Kholeka)
Calabash Music also continues to sign a host of smaller labels and individual artists, providing a dedicated platform for independent artists and a dedicated destination for world music fans. Downloads for most artists are available world-wide.
Contact: Erich Ludwig erich@calabashmusic.com, www.calabashmusic.com, 1-617-459-4062 or 1-877-439-7395

Seu Jorge, Brazil, world
Signed to Windish Agency
Starting Date: 5/20/2005
Territories: USA, Canada
From living destitute in the streets of Rio, to a starring role in the cult movie “City of God” and then to his unforgettble sonic vignettes in Was Anderson’s “The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou” – Seu Jorge has a formidable and legendary tenacity. IN his international debut recording “Cru”, he performs gentle and passionately raw songs of sophistication and intimacy. Seu’s voice,guitar, and the Brazilian “cuica” drum tell the many stories: ironic, witty, but always heartfelt. “I will never make a cerebral or intellectual record. I make records for the people to touch their hearts.”
Contact: Tom Windish, 773-489-3500, tom@windishagency.com, www.windishagency.com 

Label: Uncivilized World, France, World/Urban/Electro
Signed to: Koch Entertainment Distribution
Starting date: 08/01/2005
Territories of this signing: USA and Canada (exclusive deal)
Uncivilized World opened a branch in the US in 2005. Distributed by Koch entertainment distribution, UWE’s first releases will be Another World Is Possible (CD book featuring Moby, Manu Chao, Massive Attack…) and World Traveller Adventures (October 2005), Vitalic, Birdy Nam Nam and Mistress Barbara for early 2006.
Contact: Olivia Arlabosse, (212) 343-3233, olivia@uncivilizedworld.com, www.uncivilizedworld.com
 
Mel M’Rabet, Morocco/Andalusia, world
Territory: North America
Contact: On Queue Performing Artists, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com www.OnQueueArtists.com 
 
Väsen, Sweden, Traditional
Territory: North America
Contact: On Queue Performing Artists, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com, www.OnQueueArtists.com 


======
PEOPLE
-----------

French Music Export Office, New York, NY, USA
The French Music Export Office in New York is glad to announce the arrival of their new project manager, Vincent Fournier-Laroque, who will help us promote French-produced artists for the next 2 years. You will be able to meet him at APAP and globalFEST at the end of January. Contact: Vincent Fournier-Laroque, (212) 757-1217, vincent.fl@french-music.org, www.french-music.org 

MFA - Mitchell Feldman Associates, Denver, CO
We are pleased to announce the August 2005 opening in Denver of a representative office for North America under the direction of veteran jazz and world music journalist, publicist, radio promoter and broadcaster Mitchell Feldman who will be responsible for publicizing, promoting and marketing our artists and their recordings in the US and Canada as well as booking tours for our roster that currently includes: Jazz Jamaica  / Denys Baptiste / Soweto Kinch / Abram Wilson / Juliet Roberts / Gary Crosby’s Nu Troop / Andrew McCormack / Tomorrow’s Warriors...
Contact: Mitchell Feldman, 303.433.0021, mitchell@dune-music.com, www.dune-music.com 

The Old Town School of Folk Music, Chicago, Illinois, USA 
Position Opening, Production Intern (this is a non-paid position) 
The Concerts & Events team at The Old Town School is looking for a Production Intern. This volunteer-based position requires 16 to 20 hours a week, including some scheduled weekend assignment. This is a 15 week internship late January to late April (start and end dates are flexible). Primary responsibilities include assisting with artist catering and travel, data entry and filing. Current students requiring college credit preferred. The ideal candidate will be highly motivated and able to work independently on projects. 
Contact: jmcinnes@oldtownschool.org
http://www.oldtownschool.org/join/joblist.lasso 

On Queue Performing Artists, Cooperstown, NY, USA
Mamadou Diabate just nominated for a Grammy Award  – Traditional World Music Album of the Year
Sandra Peevers, 607-547-9494, www.OnQueueArtists.com 

On Queue Performing Artists, Cooperstown, NY, USA
Le Vent du Nord (already Juno Award and FELIX Award winners) winner Canadian Folk Music Awards – Best Traditional Album for “Les Amants du Saint-Laurent”
Sandra Peevers, 607-547-9494, www.OnQueueArtists.com <http://www.OnQueueArtists.com> 
 
On Queue Performing Artists, Cooperstown, NY, USA
Genticorum winner of Canadian Folk Music Award for Best Ensemble for “Malins Plaisirs” 
Sandra Peevers, 607-547-9494, www.OnQueueArtists.com <http://www.OnQueueArtists.com> 
 
On Queue Performing Artists, Cooperstown, NY, USA
Positions Open: Booking Agent, and Administrative Assistant
Contact: Sandra Peevers, Ph/Fx: 607-547-9494
info@OnQueueArtists.com www.OnQueueArtists.com

New York Arts Management Consultant Evangeline Kim has been hired as Executive Producer for the AVANTE MOZAMBIQUE! Festival, which will take place August 28 - September 10, 2006, in Maputo, Mozambique.  Website will be available in spring 2006. Several world music greats and international superstars will perform in the national soccer stadium during four mega concerts over two weekends. 
Contact: Evangeline Kim tel. 212-368-6784
email evangelinekim@att.net

Palm Pictures, NY, NY, USA
As of November 28th, Fabian Alsultany was named Director of A&R and Festivals at Palm Pictures. Alsultany will additionally be launching a compilation focused imprint 'GlobeSonic Records'. Alsultany will be reporting to Chris Blackwell, chairman/owner of Palm Pictures. For the last two years Alsultany was working at Putumayo World Music producing all their concerts, tours and festivals globally. Alsultany also launched and ran Uprise Management for 8-years where he represented artists such as Tabla Beat Science, Karsh Kale, Hassan Hakmoun, Susheela Raman, etc…. He has been involved as a dj/musician for over 15-years. 
Contact: Fabian Alsultany, fabian.alsultany@palmpictures.com, www.palmpictures.com / www.globesonic.com 

Susheela Raman, UK, World/Rock 
Seeking North American booking representation. Management contact: Cathy Bitton, (33) 684 60 73 34, cbitton@wanadoo.fr  or Ali Sachedina, 

Youssou N’Dour, Senegal, World 
Youssou N’Dour and members of Super Etoile were inducted into the Afropop Hall of Fame. The Afropop Hall of Fame honors extraordinary African musicians, such as Thomas Mapfumo and the Mahotella Queens, for their lifetime achievements. The highlight came when Angelique Kidjo sang a capela for Youssou and he returned the complement. Youssou, who gets many awards, said he was touched that his band members, 25 year veterans with him since the beginning, were also honored—Jimi Mbaye, Habib Faye, Assane Thiame, Pape Oumar Ngom. This gala benefit was produced by Afropop Worldwide and raised $70,000 for the organization. 
http://www.afropop.org/multi/feature/ID/544

OBITUARY: "World Music" academic, Bob Brown, dies
Robert Brown, one of the first students to receive the Ph.D. in ethnomusicology from UCLA, died in San Diego on November 29 of complications from a stroke and pancreatic cancer. He fell ill soon after he returned in September from leading a tour of 56 people for three weeks in Indonesia.

Bob arrived at UCLA in 1953 as a piano major. After Mantle Hood began teaching at UCLA in 1954, Bob fell in love with ethnomusicology and became Hood's first teaching assistant. Bob's dissertation, entitled "The Mrdanga: A Study of Drumming in South India," was completed at UCLA in 1965.
Bob was one of the founders of the world music/ethnomusicology program at Wesleyan University where he worked from 1962 to 1971. When he arrived at Wesleyan in 1962, Bob coined  the term "world music" to describe the program of study there. Graduate degrees issued beginning in the late 1960's were given for "World Music." According to Bob, "world music" was a study based on the presence of living music because students had direct contact with master musicians and could then pursue study leading to acquisition of "bi-musicality," a pedagogical concept adapted from that of his teachers, Mantle Hood and Charles Seeger at UCLA. This experience provided students with a foundation in performance practices that resonated powerfully, if not without controversy, in academia.

As part of Wesleyan's program, Bob brought T. Balasaraswati (1918-1984) , the most renowned bharata natyam (classical South Indian) dancer of the 20th century, and her family to the United States, including her brothers T. Ranganathan and T. Viswanathan, both of whom served on the faculty at Wesleyan. Bob's famous "Curry Concerts" at Wesleyan in the 1960s attracted many to India's music including some of the leading jazz and new music composers of the day.

Bob played an important role in the organization of the American Society for Eastern Arts (ASEA), which was founded in 1963 by Sam and Louise Scripps. This association led, in 1973, to Bob establishing the Center for World Music (CWM), a nonprofit organization located near UC Berkeley that became an important center for world music classes and concerts. Bob also served on the faculty of California Institute of the Arts and their world music program with Ravi Shankar, among others, at its outset.

Bob was a Professor of Music at San Diego State University from 1979 until his retirement in 1992. During that period, he also served as Chair of the School of Music.  Bob was President of the Center for World Music and owner of Flower Mountain, a center for traditional Balinese performing arts in Payangan, Bali. His recordings of music from around the world are still travelling in space on the Voyager spacecraft, a legacy of Earth recordings meant to inform the universe of intelligible and beautiful sounds existing on this planet. As one friend wrote at his death, many people have impossible dreams. Bob was a man who actually lived his impossible dreams.
(obituary notice edited by David Roche from information written by Jacqueline Cogdell DjeDje, Chair, Department of Ethnomusicology, UCLA)
David Roche, Executive Director, Old Town School of Folk Music, tel. 773-728-6000 x3332 fax. 773-506-2414 
http://www.oldtownschool.org


================
VENUE/FESTIVAL NEWS
-----------------------------

4th Annual PuSh International Performing Arts Festival, Vancouver, BC, Canada
Kronos Quartet (San Francisco) with Special Guest Tanya Tagaq (Madrid / Montreal), with a World Premiere, a Chan Centre / PuSh co-production, January 28, 8pm, Chan Shun Concert Hall, University of BC, Vancouver, part of the Push International Performing Arts Festival. The Northern Lights come alive in a stellar program featuring artists from the northern hemisphere, including Canadian Nunavut throat-singing sensation, Tanya Tagaq. Tickets $25 - $60 at www.ticketmaster.ca or 604.280.3311.
Contact: Ellie O'Day, 604.731.3339, info@pushfestival.ca, www.pushfestival.ca

13th annual Lotus World Music and Arts Festival, Bloomington, Indiana, USA
Dates for 2006: October 5-8, 2006
Contact: Lee Williams, Director
812-336-6599 / lee@lotusfest.org www.lotusfest.org

Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, Chicago, IL, USA
Chicago SummerDance 2006           June 15-August 27
The tenth annual Chicago SummerDance in Grant Park features an eclectic and international selection of dance instruction and live music all summer long Thursday - Sunday. Thursday evening “World Music” showcases many styles of international and folkloric dance music,  including Latin, ballroom, big band and swing, as well as other dance styles. If you are an artist or representing an artist who is interested in being considered for 2006 program, please submit materials no later than March 1, 2006 to the 78 E. Washington St., Chicago, IL 60602. This is a dance-themed event, non-dance related bands need not apply. 
Contact: Brian Keigher, 312-742-4007, brian.keigher@cityofchicago.org
Carlos Tortolero, 312-742-4007, carlos.tortolero@cityofchicago.org  
Web: www.chicagosummerdance.org 
 
Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, Chicago, IL, USA
World Music Festival Chicago 2006         September 14-21         
This annual multi-venue, weeklong festival showcases the traditional and contemporary music of cultures from around the world. A combination of 70 free and ticketed concerts, workshops, live radio broadcasts, in-store appearances, and lecture/demonstrations are presented by the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs at the Chicago Cultural Center, Millennium Park, Daley Center Plaza and over 20 other venues throughout the city. If you are an artist or representing an artist who is interested in being considered for 2006 program, please submit materials no later than March 1, 2006 to the address listed above. 
Contact: Brian Keigher, 312-742-4007, brian.keigher@cityofchicago.org
Carlos Tortolero, 312-742-4007, carlos.tortolero@cityofchicago.org 
Web: www.chicagosummerdance.org 
 
Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, Chicago, IL 
Music Without Borders is a new international music series starting in January of 2006 as part of the ongoing weekly “LunchBreak” music series. Presenting various styles of music in the historic Chicago Cultural Center, the “Music Without Borders” series will showcase local and international artists in the Cultural Center’s Randolph Café every Friday afternoon starting at 12:15pm. If you are an artist or representing an artist who is interested in being considered for 2006, please submit materials no later than March 1, 2006 to the address listed above. Please consider we book the Lunchbreak series at least 4 months in advance. 
Contact: Brian Keigher, 312-742-1172, brian.keigher@cityofchicago.org 
Carlos Tortolero, 312-742-1172, carlos.tortolero@cityofchicago.org  
Web: www.chicagoculturalcenter.org 
 
¡Globalquerque! New Mexico’s Annual Celebration of World Music and Culture  Albuquerque, NM  USA
¡Globalquerque! announces dates for 2006, Expands to two days: 
¡Globalquerque! 2006 is slated for Septemper 23 and 24 at the National Hispanic Cultural Center campus in Albuquerque.  Two Days, Three Stages, Acts from Five Continents also featuring a Global Village, day programming to include educational workshops for kids and master instrument classes, foriegn film screenings and more....  
Contact:    Neal Copperman, phone 505-232-9868, email: neal@swcp.com, 
Tom Frouge, phone 505-771-3166,  email tom@avokado.net , www.globalquerque.com  
 
Institut Cervantes, Chicago, IL 
The Instituto Cervantes in collaboration with the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs presents Flamenco 2006! from January 18 to February 24 at the Chicago Cultural Center, Old Town School of Music, Symphony Center, HotHouse, Gene Siskel Film Center, Northeastern Illinois University, Northwestern University, Martyrs and the Flamenco Arts Center. The festival features live performances from some of Spain’s most current and popular stars in flamenco dance and music including Vicente Amigo, Juan Carmona, Israel Galván, Javier Ruibal, and Son de la Frontera as well as US and Chicago-based artists.  Flamenco 2006! also includes art exhibitions, cutting-edge flamenco films, lectures and workshops. 
For tickets & information about Flamenco 2006!  contact the Instituto Cervantes at (312)335-1996 or visit www.cervantes1.org

Kathak at the Crossroads: Innovation Within Tradition, San Francisco, CA
The Chitresh Das Dance Company/Chhandam School of Kathak Dance, in collaboration with Chhandika, Boston, and Nritya Bharati Institute, India, presents Kathak at the Crossroads: A three day international festival including main stage performances, smaller showcase performances, academic presentations, lecture demonstrations and panel discussions relating to the history, evolution and current ecology of Kathak in its artistic, cultural and global contexts. SEPTEMBER 28-30, 2006
Contact: Celine Schein, Chitresh Das Dance Company, info@kathak.org

Persian Arts Festival, New York City, NY, USA
Calling All Persian Artists & Musicians!! The Persian Arts Festival (PAF) is the first of it’s kind in New York City to take place in March, 2006 in conjunction with the Persian New Year, Norooz.  PAF invites all Persian artists to submit music to be considered for a compilation of Persian music to be released in conjunction with the Persian Arts Festival. Submissions may range from traditional Persian to contemporary.
Contact: Mona, 917.406.3080, info@persianartsfestival.org, www.persianartsfestival.org
         
The Sunfest Committee, London, Ontario, Canada
After a one year hiatus, Sunfest's popular indoor winter celebration, Festival of World Beat & Jazz Weekend 2006, returns with a red hot lineup that includes Cuban music ambassador Jane Bunnett in the company of her band, Spirits of Havana, and special guests the Penderecki String Quartet (Jan. 19).  Also featured are jazz vocal sensation Sophie Milman (Jan. 20), and Latin guitar wizard Oscar Lopez (Jan. 21).  London is a pleasant two hour drive from both Detroit and Toronto.
Contact:  Alfredo Caxaj - tel. [519] 672-1522; e-mail info@sunfest.on.ca web: www.sunfest.on.ca  

Tipitina's Foundation, New Orleans, Louisiana, USA
Tipitina's is now open 11:00am-5:00pm, Monday-Friday, as a Musician's Community Center.  The center offers a music co-op office equipped with high speed internet, fax and email access; educational music programs for students; meals for musicians; limited backline gear to be used for gigs in New Orleans on a per night basis; resources and information on networking, gigs, grants, loans, housing and health care in conjunction with the New Orleans Musician's Clinic. In line with its mission to rebuild the music culture of New Orleans, Tipitina's Foundation will host a weekly cultural celebration from 4-11pm every Sunday starting November 20th.
Contact: 504.895.TIPS 
http://www.tipsevents.com/foundation/default.asp


=============
OFFER SERVICES
-----------------------

Avokado Artists and Consulting Placitas, NM USA
A full service marketing and consulting firm specializing in in a variety of independent music-related services including marketing and promotion, artist management and general label consultation - alternative approaches to get your music in front of the right audience. 
Contact: Tom Frouge 505-771-3166 / tom@avokado.net 

Brazilian Nites Productions, Burbank, California, USA
An organization  promoting and producing Music and Dance from Brazil. We bring high caliber musicians and dancers from all over Brazil, we process their P-3 visas, take care of travel arrangements, and offer all kinds of performances, workshops to Universities, Performing Arts centers, World Music Festival, etc. in the US and Canada. We also have local Brazilian talent with elaborate Brazilian Carnaval (Rio de Janeiro style) Shows, Samba dancers and Drummers.
Contact: Patricia Leao, shows@BrazilianNites.com

French Music Export Office, Paris, France
Support to French artists through direct festival support
The French Music Export Office provides financial support to international festivals through its Export Commission. Certain conditions apply. There are four commissions a year and the maximum financial support available is 12 000 euros. To be informed of the admission criteria, dates, etc. call us in NYC or contact Paris:  Contact: Cecile Hambye, +33 1 49 29 52 17, cecile.h@french-music.org, www.french-music.org 

French Music Export Office, New York, NY, USA
Synchronization placement program, NY, NY
The French Music Export Office is setting up a program designed to promote and develop the placement of French musical works in audiovisual and multimedia works (television, film, games, advertising, corporate, multimedia, new media, etc.) in the US, Canada and England, with partners worldwide. We have retained 7 experts (individuals and companies) in the business of marketing music for placement of musical works and sound recordings, notably audiovisual synchronizations, in all types of media.
Contact: Robert Singerman, (212) 757-1217, robert.s@french-music.org, www.french-music.org

Insh'Allah Productions, Atlanta, Georgia, USA
Freelance tour/road manager with international experience offering tour management/production services.  I speak fluent English and enough French to communicate with your francophone artists.
Theresa L. Teague, 404.521.1160, TLTI@bellsouth.net

Jeff Kaliss/Journalist, San Francisco, California, USA
Get read round the world. Have your liner notes, bios, festival programs, and so forth written by a world-read author of textbooks, Rough Guide entries, and Songlines and other periodical features. 
Contact: Jeff Kaliss, 00+1+415-585-8844, jefkal@jeffkaliss.com

MFA - Mitchell Feldman Associates, Denver, CO, USA
Publicity, Radio Promotion, Editorial & Translation Services
MFA provides publicity, radio promotion, editorial and translation (French, German and Italian into English) as well as marketing and consulting services to World Music,  jazz and classical artists and ensembles, record labels, concerts, festivals and other events and organizations and institutions on a retainer or project basis. MFA works with clients to design international, national, regional or local media campaigns for individuals, recordings, tours and other projects and conducts radio promotion campaigns generating airplay on radio stations across the US and Canada.  
Contact: Mitchell Feldman, 303.433.0021, MitchellFeldmanAssociates@Comcast.net

Official World Music Chart Europe -  2005!
French Music Export Office, Paris, France www.french-music.org <http://www.french-music.org>  
Compiled on behalf of the Worldmusic Workshop of the European Broadcasting Union, the list features many French productions. Amadou & Mariam’s ‘Dimanche à Bamako’, (Because Music), came in at #1 and Thione Seck’s ‘Orientissime’, (Cantos), came in at #6! The chart included Rachid Taha’s ‘Tekitoi’ (Universal), Salif Keïta’s ‘M’bemba’ (Universal Jazz), Lura’s ‘Di Korpu Ku Alma’ (Lusafrica), Julien Jacob’s ‘Cotonou’ (Wrasse) and Souad Massi’s ‘Mesk Elil’ (Universal). Also Djelimady Tounkara’s ‘Solon Kono’, Boubacar Traoré’s ‘Kongo Magni’ (Marabi), Abaji’s ‘Nomad Spirit’ (Fairplay/Network), Manu Chao’s ‘Sibérie m’était contée’ (Radio Bemba), Orange Blossom’s ‘Everything Must Change’ (Bonsai Music), among others.
Contact : Johannes Theurer, European Broadcasting Union’s Worldmusic Workshop, http://www.wmce.de/panel_2656.html

Rhythm Fantasies, Inc. Burtonsville, Maryland, USA
A non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization, promoting Music and Dance from South India to the Western audience.  We bring high caliber musicians and dancers from South India, process their P-3 visas, take care of all travel arrangements, and offer performances, lecture demonstrations, master classes, and workshops to Universities, Performing Arts centers, World Music Festivals, etc. in USA and Canada.
Contact:  Lalitha Swaminathan,  lalswam@yahoo.com 

rock paper scissors, inc.,  Bloomington, IN  USA
world music publicity  firm for hire
Leverage our tight relationships with  mainstream and niche media; tap into our unique approach to developing  angles; maximize exposure to press with our comprehensive online press kits  and efficient systems. We can help you get your artist/tour/festival/etc.  great media coverage. High success rate with NPR/PRI, national outlets,  local tour coverage. Visit www.rockpaperscissors.biz to see our approach and vast portfolio of successes. Sample clients:  Ladysmith Black Mambazo, Seu Jorge, Habib Koite, Tinariwen, globalFEST,  Lura, Nonesuch, Six Degrees, Putumayo, Nonesuch, World Village, Times  Square, Wrasse, Piranha, many more on website.
Dmitri Vietze,  812-339-1195, music@rockpaperscissors.biz, www.rockpaperscissors.biz

TimnaTal Music,  Davis, California. USA
On location recordings of small acoustic ensembles(more details on website) & organizing concerts 
Gil Medovoy,  cell (530)867-1032  home (530)753-0147
ag@omsoft.com ,  www.timnatalmusic.com 

Yulungaarts:
After 5+ years at SRO, long time agent Mike Wolke has moved to Tucson AZ to kick off Yulunga Arts, a full service booking agency
representing world and acoustic music acts. On the world music side, he will be exclusively representing in North America: Boiled in Lead
(Celtic - US), and Michele Greene (Latin - US), Shooglenifty (US representation ONLY - Scotland), Frigg (Finland/Norway), Gjallarhorn
(Sweeden/Finland), Gudrun Holck (Denmark) and Eliseo Parra (Spain).
Contact: Mike Wolke, info@yulungaarts.com
520-325-2443


=========
MEDIA NEWS
----------------

Afropop Worldwide, NY, NY
Public radio’s Afropop Worldwide recently announced its Stocking Stuffers 2005—twenty five selections including Thione Seck’s “Orientation” (Stern’s), Mamadou Diabate’s “Behmanka” (World Village), Lura’s “Di Korpu Ku Alma” (Escondida), Ghorwane’s “Vana Va Ndota” (Milan), Pedro Luis Ferer’s “Rústico” (Escondida), and Souad Massi’s “Honeysuckle (Mesk Elil)” (Wrasse). Throughout the month of December, Afropop Worldwide’s Stocking Stuffers will make some one million impressions, on air and on line, with the core world music audience. Full CD reviews and interviews available: http://www.afropop.org/multi/feature/ID/552

French Music Export Office, New York, NY, USA
Sirius and XM, are on their way to broaden American radios’ spectrum with music and talk in French! XM Radio’s two French channels (http://www.xmradio.com ) Air Musique and Sur la Route are already up and Sirius Canada (http://www.sirius-canada.ca ) launched two mixed French/English and one French music station on Dec. 1st. This agreement marks the emergence of internationally available French Music over the whole continent of North America via satellite subscription. In addition, Francophonie Diffusion <http://www.francodiff.org/index.php?new_sys=PC&amp;new_nav=IE&amp;real_sys=PC>  services some nationally syndicated radio shows and local stations with French export priority releases, in exchange for reporting.
Contact: Robert Singerman, (212) 757-1217, robert.s@french-music.org, www.french-music.org 
 
Generation Francaise 5/Yabla, via French Music Export Office, NY, NY, USA
The FMEO is collaborating with Yabla.com on a website, in conjunction with the release of the Generation Francaise ‘05 CD compilation: for the video clips in French (including artists such as Amadou & Mariam, Daara J., Dahlia, Debout sur le Zinc, Wallen, Cali and Disiz la Peste), with their French and English subtitles, adapted to the special multilingual application Yabla has created. Generation Francaise ’05 is a cd and booklet aimed at language learning through music and lyrics, sponsored by the Cavillam, The French Ministry of Education, Sacem, CNV, AFAA, Bureau Export and many other partners. Yabla, as a multi-lingual application, is one new way of communicating lyrics in French and Spanish to English speaking people, as well as a great way to introduce the artists to French, Spanish and English language learners. 
Further information is available at: http://GenerationFrancaise.com, http://sofrenchysochic.com , www.yabla.com 

KGNU Boulder, Denver, Colorado, US
Elaine C. Erb, Music Director of KGNU Boulder/Denver and long-time world music programmer, is working with the Denver Art Museum to consult on their Africa Gallery.  The Denver Art Museum expansion is set to open in the Fall of 2006 and will feature a permanent African Art exhibit including a sound station featuring music from the countries on display, including Mali, Uganda, Sierra Leone and Gabon.  Elaine is very excited about this opportunity and the interest and willingness of the museum staff to include music as part of this project.  
 
Link TV, NYC, NY, USA
SIGN UP FOR LINK TV's NEW MUSIC AND CULTURE E-NEWSLETTER
Link TV, the ONLY nationwide channel that broadcasts World Music every day into 26 million US homes is putting out a quarterly
e-Newsletter to keep our fans and business associates posted on what we’re doing as we continue to build the audience for World
Music with innovative programming and exciting new alliances. To sign up, click here
http://lb.bcentral.com/ex/manage/subscriberprefs.aspx?customerid=53633

Public Radio International's "The  World" WGBH-FM, Boston, MA, USA
syndicated on over 200 public radio stations  nationwide 
As of Monday  November 28, PRI's The World has been podcasting its Global Hit  segment.   If you  want to stay across the nexus of global music and current affairs in the most widely heard world music radio segment in the country,  then subscribe at  
http://www.theworld.org/rss/glohit.xml, http://www.bbc.co.uk/
Marco  Werman, tel:617-300-2703,  marco.werman@bbc.co.uk, www.theworld.org/globalhits/  

Public Radio Satellite System / French Music Export Office, New York, NY, USA
The Public Radio Satellite System (www.prss.org) is the distribution network through which thousands of hours of music and specialized audience programming are delivered every year to over 500 public radio stations throughout the United States. The FMEO, through a partnership with The French Embassy, Francophonie Diffusion (www.francodiff.org) and Radio France Internationale (www.rfimusique.com <http://www.rfimusique.com> ), make more than 10 hours of high-quality content available to public radio stations in the US.
Contact: Vincent Fournier-Laroque, (212) 757-1217, vincent.fl@french-music.org, www.french-music.org 

World Music Central's Editor's Picks, Durham, NC, USA
The editors at World Music Central have chosen their best world music albums for 2005. To see the list, go to 
http://www.worldmusiccentral.org or do a search for World Music Central's 2005 Christmas Gift Giving Guide. World Music Central has grown tremendously this past year, from 3500 visitors/day to 10,000 visitors/day. The site continues to improve the portal to keep it dynamic. The portal includes traditional and contemporary folk and roots music from the entire globe, as well as cross-cultural fusions and hybrids. It features news, reviews, articles, events calendar, forums, and a directory. http://www.worldmusiccentral.org


==============
INDUSTRY EVENTS
-------------------------

Association of Performing Arts Presenters conference, Jan 21-24, 2006, NYC, NY
Pre-Conference panels:
Friday, January 20 - 11am to 5pm
10:00am to 11:00am - Cultural Traditions at the Crossroads, w/John Killacky (SF Fndtn), Jodee Nimerichter (ADF), Loga & Azam/Niyaz
This session will address the connection between shifting demographics and the impact of western culture on traditional art forms. 
11:00am to 11:45am  - Shout Outs and Testifying ? Time to listen and learn what is being planned for the 2006-2007 season. Open to Managers, Presenters and Artists.
(A joint session with the World Music Presenters and the Outdoor Festivals and Programs Presenters) 
12noon to 1pm    - Block Booking Opportunities/Field Issues
Dara Gordon Schmoyer, Performing Arts Coordinator, Longwood Gardens & Mario Garcia Durham, Director of Presenting, NEA, will lead this session for the field.
Block booking (presenters only please) and issues important to the field will be discussed.
1pm to 2pm - Funding Discussion Roundtable ? Sources, Methods and Types
Led by Jack Walsh, Co-Producer of Celebrate Brooklyn Performing Arts Festival, and Michael Alexander, Executive Director, Grand Performances 
Join this roundtable discussion.  We?ll be sharing new and unique ideas and methods for the field to consider.
2pm to 3pm  - Creative Partnership Ideas and Models 
Led by Bruce Labadie, Director, Comcast San Jose Jazz Festival and Tina Betz, Director, Mayor's Office of Cultural Affairs, Wilmington, DE.  
Creativity, models and partnerships are the topics of these sessions led by some of the field?s most dynamic and innovative leaders.
3pm to 4pm ? New Outdoor Summer Festivals and Programs Presentations
Presentations from Michael Orlove, Program Director, City Of Chicago - Department Of Cultural Affairs will discuss Millennium Park, Terre Jones, President and CEO of Wolf Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts, and Susan Mosey, President Detroit Festival of the Arts.
4pm to 5pm ? The Performing Arts Future -What is the Next New Frontier?  How can we work together as a community to get there?  (A roundtable discussion joint session with the World Music Presenters and the Outdoor Festivals and Programs Presenters)
Saturday, January 21 - 8:30 - 9:30am
NA World Music Coalition meeting: Sheraton, Conference D, Lower Lobby-Exec Conf
Please look for world music showcase listings on the NA World Music Coalition website, to be posted in early January. Website: www.worldmusiccoalition.com

globalFEST, The Public Theater, 425 Lafayette Street, New York, NY, USA
January 21 and 22, 2006
globalFEST expands into a two-night, three-stage extravaganza featuring Russian art rock innovators AUKTYON, Senegalese Hip Hop crew DAARA J, Mauritania's soulful DABY TOURE, Carnival Madness with FRANK LONDON'S KLEZMER BRASS ALLSTARS, Flamenco guitar virtuoso JUAN CARMONA, Paris/Nolita chanteuse KEREN ANN, Electronic gypsy circus from Israeli/Americans BALKAN BEAT BOX, Artful boleros by France's LAS ONDAS MARTELES, Cape Verde's rising star LURA, Iranian-Indian electronic fusion by NIYAZ, Djellaba Grooves by ROXANE BUTTERFLY'S WORLDBEATS, Louisiana's Cajun masters STEVE RILEY AND THE MAMOU PLAYBOYS, followed by dj party with Brazil's mangue beat experimentalist DJ DOLORES.
Contact: For tix call Telecharge: 212.239.6200 www.telecharge.com info: www.globalfest-ny.org
 
International Folk Alliance Conference, Austin, Texas USA
February 10-14, 2006
Four days of panels, workshops, clinics, exhibit hall and showcases.  Featuring over 200 Folk and World music artists from around the world.  Over 2000 registrants.
Louis Jay Meyers, Executive Director, North American Folk Music & Dance Alliance
louis@folk.org, www.folk.org, tel: 901-522-1170

Latin Fiesta Inc., Philadelphia, PA   USA
Announces several upcoming events including:  
International Conference on Arts and Humanities, Honolulu, Hawaii – January 12, 2006 
Hispanos/Many Roots Many Faces  (Annual Latin Festival) – Arts Bank Theatre, Avenue of the Arts, Philadelphia, PA  - May 20, 2006 
Contact:  Raymond Taylor (h)215-482-3965  (cell)215-681-4169, RayviolF@aol.com  www.Latinfiestainc.com 
 
Lo Budget Love Music Competition – The World Music Category 
Submission deadline is fast approaching. This is the annual music contest offering the opportunity for aspiring songwriters and musicians to have their songs heard in a professional quality music CD. The CD can also be used as a promotional tool AND earn them royalties for their work.  All unsigned artist are welcome to participate. There are no fees beyond the original submission fee if a musical recording is selected to be part of the compilation CD, earmarked for release in Spring 2006. Entry deadline is: December 31, 2005.  Contest rules and submission application available online at: http://www.innovationentertainment.com
http://www.sonicbids.com/lobudgetlove

Louisiana International Music Exchange (LIME) , Lafayette, Louisiana, USA 
Attend Festival International to see nearly 100 shows of world music (heavy Francophone). Interested in booking Louisiana Music?  Attend the 2nd annual Louisiana International Music Exchange (LIME) on Friday, April 28 during the Festival and meet the best Louisiana artists, gather CDs/DVDs/promo material in genres of Cajun/Zydeco/Gospel/Louisiana Roots Rock/Swamp Pop/Louisiana Folk/Singer/songwriter & more.  Many perks for industry insiders, local transport, meals, hotel deals, VIP passes & more. Interested in more info or like to be on official invitation list? Dates: April 28 - 30, 2006 
Contact: Lisa Stafford; (337) 232.8086; lisa@festivalinternational.com www.festivalinternational.com 

Mexico: Gateway to the Americas, Mexico City, MX
The third edition of México: Gateway to the Americas will occur next June 1-4, 2006 in Mexico City. Gateway includes an arts market with 120 booths, 40 music, dance and theater performances by Mexican and other Latin American artists, and colloquium sessions. 
Mexico, a country of 100 million people, 32 states and over 90 traditional musical genres, not to mention a thriving contemporary dance and theater scene. From Tijuana to Oaxaca, Veracruz and the Yucatán peninsula, we are a mosaic of our indigenous, African, Spanish and Mestizo heritage. Gateway occurs each January in New York during APAP and bi-annually in June in Mexico City.
For more information, please check out our website, www.gatewaytotheamericas.org 
 
MIDEM : the World Music’s Market         Cannes, France 
The 40th edition of MIDEM takes place Jan 22-26, and will highlight the importance of new talent and artist development. The French Music Office is thrilled to announce the first Les Inrockuptibles party in Cannes on Jan 23. 
The European Border Breakers Award (January 22), will shine the spotlight on 2005’s most successful European exports. Awarded by the European Commission of the EU for the third consecutive year, the accolades acknowledge European artists and groups whose debut album sales have generated the most revenue in Europe outside of their original country of production.

NYC Winter Jazz Festival 2006, New York, NY, USA
Knitting Factory, January 22
NYC Winter Jazzfest at the Knitting Factory is during the Arts Presenters (APAP) Conference. And for the second year Brice Rosenbloom, producer, is pleased to present the current lineup. This festival benefits from the support of The Cultural Services of The French Embassy, AFAA and Bureau Export and in 2006 will present the following world/jazz artists, among others:
Chiara Civello, Dafnis Prieto Quintet, Denis Colin, 
Edmar Castaneda, Nano, Rez Abassi's Snake Charmer, Rudresh Mahanthappa w/ Vijay Iyer and Mike Ladd, Wise, Zim Ngqawana

SxSW, Austin, TX                                                                              March 15-19, 2006
The second All Music Is World Music showcase at South by Southwest is rapidly coming together.  Co-organiser Marco Werman from Public Radio International's The World says it's looking good. "So far we've got applications accepted for Marcelo D2 (Brazil), Jorge Drexler (Uruguay), Cheikh Lo (Senegal), Auktyon (Russia), and 127 (Iran)." Tracy Mann from MG Ltd. in New York says she's "especially thrilled to see the level of talent we are attracting this year. … we are making giant steps in elevating the importance of world music at SXSW."  Come on down and watch the excitement as barbecue mixes with global sounds. 
For more information, go to http://2006.sxsw.com/music/.
 
WOMEX, Sevilla, Andalusia, Spain
25 – 29 October 2006
WOMEX - the world music expo - is the leading professional conference, trade fair and showcase festival exclusively dedicated to World, Roots, Folk, ethnic, traditional, local and diaspora music of all kinds. WOMEX 2005 was again the biggest networking salon for World Music with more than 2100 delegates from over 80 countries, a trade fair with more than 320 exhibitors, a conference including 25 sessions and a showcase festival presenting 55 concerts. WOMEX is loaded with essential contacts, a great way to exchange ideas and recharge your batteries.
WOMEX is your #1 networking point yet familial meet and greet alike.
Tel: +49 30 318 61 40, womex@womex.com; www.womex.com <http://www.womex.com> 
 
 
========
WILDCARD
--------------

Instructional DVD Company Releases African Guitar Lesson
Canada's Instructional DVD company, www.learnrootsmusic.com is going to start a new series of releases featuring world music musicians teaching their instruments. The first DVD in this series will be 'African Guitar' taught by Ngagara's Mighty Popo, a well known guitarist who now resides in Canada. This DVD is slated for release in January. 
Contact: Doug Cox (Producer) 250-336-7981, www.learnrootsmusic.com   dougcox@shaw.ca

Lotus Education & Arts Foundation, Bloomington, IN
A new book about Indiana's only world music festival:"Bringing the World to Our Neighborhood: The Lotus World Music & Arts Festival" (2005, Indiana University Press), by LuAnne Holladay. 100+ photographs (most color); includes CD sampler. "…as a social document of one community's resolve to imagine another kind of world, the book may inspire a minor pilgrimage to southern Indiana every autumn." -- fROOTS review
Contact: LuAnne Holladay, Assistant Director, 812-336-6599 / luanne@lotusfest.org, www.lotusfest.org  
 
Petroglyph Records, Taos, NM, USA
Petroglyph Records has two artists selected as finalists for the Independent Music Awards. Guitar & mandolin virtuoso Antonio Restucci is up for best Latin album for his CD, Crisol, produced by Grammy Award–winning producer Andy Byrd. Sol Aravena (Muza) is up for best Dance/Electronica album for her CD, Cambio de Estacion. The IMA is an annual music industry contest co-sponsored by Border's Books & Music to recognize excellence in the independent music industry. Winners are promoted to more than 6 million music fans and industry professionals via print, radio and online promotions. 
Contact: Tracy Miller, 505-776-2574, tracy@petroglyphrecords.com, www.petroglyphrecords.com 
 
Yacub Addy’s Odadaa!,  Latham, NY
Wynton Marsalis first saw Ghanaian drum master Yacub Addy  with his Ga music ensemble Odadaa! ten years ago.  2003 they came  together, presenting collaborative pieces at Columbia College, their  mutual respect apparent in resulting BET Jazz documentaries.  2006  they unite again, developing “Congo Square”, commissioned by Jazz at  Lincoln Center, celebrating the historic New Orleans site where African  slaves performed on Sunday afternoons for over 100 years. Despite Katrina,  the piece will premiere in Congo Square on a Sunday afternoon spring 06,  featuring Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra with Odadaa!.
Contact:   Amina Addy, 518-783-0993, addyy@rpi.edu, www.rpi.edu/~addyy 

World Music Artists Sell Out Carnegie Hall
Within a few weeks of each other, Portuguese fadista Mariza and Senegalese star Youssou N’Dour each sold out their respective concerts at the prestigous Isaac Stern Theater (2800 seats) at Carnegie Hall. The concerts’ diverse audiences embraced everyone from older classical patrons to faithful world music fans, the unitiated and the scene-makers. It is refreshing to note that world music artists are making a dent in the box office figures for such a prestigious venue. This has been all too rare an occurrence in the US market, and so we congratulate those artists and their production teams in making these events such a success.
http://www.afropop.org/multi/feature/ID/552


===============
BURNING QUESTION
---------------------------

Getting world music placed in films and TV
Burning question: What strategies can labels and artists use to get their music placed in mainstream films and TV?
Alias (optional): Starry Eyes
Please send responses to: info@worldmusiccoalition.org for our next newsletter.

 
So concludes the first edition of our e-newsletter. We thank all of those who took the time to submit items to our debut edition, and we look forward to hearing from more of you in the future. We have done our best to include listings as they were submitted to us, with some light editing. We apologize for any errors or oversights. Please submit corrections to onfo@worldmusiccoalition.org for correction in future editions. The deadline for submitting for the next edition will be February 8, 2006


Join The World Music Coalition Today!

Connections to the world around us are increasing every day, opening up a vast global cultural interchange for those who are willing to embrace it. Music is on the leading edge of this trend, bringing with it sounds and styles from around the planet. Like never before, new sounds are finding their way into our heads and our hearts, opening new routes to the discovery and deeper understanding of the world around us.
 
The North American World Music Coalition (NAWMC) is made up of professionals and organizations from all areas of the North American world music community including; agents, artists, concert and festival presenters, managers, media, recording arts, promoters, retailers and fans committed to advocate and promote international music and artists in the following ways:
-Create a visible prescence through educaiton and positive marketing.
-Support the creative and economic viability of professionals in this field.
-Advocate for easier access of international artists to tour North America
-Increase awareness of, andattendance at,world music events
-Enhance knowledge of recorded world music
-Create opportunities for cross-cultural exchanges
-Educate audiences about world cultures through music

We encourage you to get involved on the ground floor of this new organization. The NAWMC is a member driven organization so whether you are an artist, an industry professional or a devoted fan - we welcome  you to become part of our growing community of diverse supporters of world music in North America.
 
Act now. The first 100 new members to join will receive a free 3-issue subscription to Global Rhythm magazine.
BRONZE MEMBERSHIP
Dues:$35/year
 Benefits:
 - one vote in annual Board election
 - ability to be nominated or make nominations to Board
 - receive e-newsletter
 - get listed in our membership directory and on the website
 - submit up to three items to e-newsletter annually
 
SILVER MEMBERSHIP 
Dues:$100/year
Benefits:
- all of the bronze membership benefits plus ...
 - digital copy of membership directory
 - submit up to 10 items to e-newsletter every year
 - utilize Coalition exhibit space at industry conferences for placing print materials
 - obtain industry conference discounts by registering as a Coalition member
 
GOLD MEMBERSHIP
- For contributions of $500 you or your organization can become a Gold Patron Member
 **please contact the NAWMC to discuss the list of benefits for this level of membership**
 
Name:
Company:
Mailing Address:
City:
State/Province:
Zip/Postal Code:
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Membership Level:
Check Enclosed? Yes or No
Credit Card Type:
Credit Card Number:
Credit Card Expiration Date:


Referred by: NAWMC Website


Please cut and paste the above in order to send in your membership. Please send to:
NA World Music Coalition
PO Box 1788
Bloomington, IN 47402-1788
 
 
